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Question styles for the exams….
America: (1 hour)
1) Use source A and your own knowledge to…[6]
2) Describe……[8]
3) What was the purpose of Source B? [8]
4) Which of the sources is more useful to an historian
studying…..[12]
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7) To what extent…..(Essay) [16+4]
Depression, War and Recovery: (1 hour)
1) What can be learnt from Sources A and B about. [4]
2) To what extent does the source accurately explain.[6]
3) Why was…..[12]
4) Explain the connections between three of the
following…[12]
5) How far do you agree with the interpretation of? [16+3]
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Immigration

Immigration

40 million people
moved to America
between 1850 and
1914. Various PUSH
factors pushed people
away, such as low paid
jobs, persecution and
poor conditions. PULL
factors to the USA
included a better life,
freedom and more
opportunities. New
immigrants would
arrive on Ellis Island
(The Island of Tears) to
undergo literacy and
health tests to
determine entry.

America has often been
called ‘a melting pot’ of
religions, races and
creeds. By the early
1920s the US
government started to
limit the number of
people allowed in. The
Immigration Quota Law
of 1921 reduced the
number allowed in to
350,000 in 1921, then
150,000 in 1929.
America’s ‘open door’
was beginning to shut.
The Literature Test,
introduced in 1917 also
restricted immigration
in to the country.

The Bible
Belt/Fundamentalism

The Monkey Trial

Most Americans of the
south-eastern states
were very religious.
This area known as the
’Bible Belt’ disliked
provocative clothes,
gambling and dancing.
They believed the bible
to be literally true,
especially in the area of
evolution.

Tennessee made it
illegal to teach anything
other than God having
created the Earth.
Teacher John Scopes
decided to test the law
and taught his students
about Darwin and
evolution. The trial was
a sensation, Scopes was
found guilty. However,
it showed America how
ignorant some of the
southern states could
be.

Xenophobia/Red
Scare/Palmer raids
Fear of newcomers
build, particularly with
the ‘Red Scare’ of
Communists.
Communism went
against everything
America believed in;
capitalism and freedom.
A series of bombings by
anarchists increased
tensions. Mitchell
Palmer organised raids
to arrest suspected
Communists. 6000
were arrested and
several hundred
deported back to Russia.

Native Americans

At the beginning of the
twentieth century,
Native Americans had
been placed on
reservations. This final
granted rights to
‘Indians.’ Attempts to
convert Native
Americans to
Christianity and wipe
out their culture by
forcing them into state
schools were attempted
but later abandoned.

Sacco and Vanzetti

Sacco and Vanzetti were
arrested following a
robbery at a factory in
which two people were
killed. Sacco and
Vanzetti were put on
trial and found guilty
despite flimsy evidence
against them. Neither
of them spoke English
very well, and there
were demonstrations all
over the USA supporting
them. Both were
executed by electric
chair in August 1927.
Both were pardoned
many decades later.

Segregation/Jim Crow
Laws
Any law that controls
the freedom of black
Americans was known
as a ‘Jim Crow Law.’
Blacks were segregated
in schools, parks and
hospitals. Black
Americans found that
racism and lynching was
to become part of
everyday life.

KKK

Black
reaction/migration

NAACP and UNIA

Prohibition

Set up in the 1860s by
white supremacists
(WASPS), the idea of the
Ku Klux Klan was to
terrorise Blacks and keep
them in their place. The
KKK targeted
Communists, Jews,
Catholics and foreigners
too. Little was done
about them given the
police were often
members. Their numbers
collapsed following a
murder trial in which
their activities were
revealed in court.

Living in poverty and
constant fear of attack,
many Black Americans
moved north. Over 1
million moved in this
‘Great Migration’ north.
However, conditions were
not that much better.
They were given the worst
jobs and housing. Yet
they were away from the
worst excesses of the Klan
down south.

Groups set up to defend
the black community such
as the NAACP (National
Association for the
Advancement of Coloured
People) flourished. They
worked hard to provide
basic rights for black
people such as voting.
They often represented
poorer black people in
court. They are still active
in America today.

During the 19th Century
there were many groups,
particularly the AntiSaloon League who
supported the idea of
banning alcohol in the
USA. Many industrialists
and religious groups saw
alcohol as evil and as
WW1 drew to a close
President Wilson banned
alcohol. Remarkably,
there was very little
opposition.

Al Capone and the
Gangsters

President Harding and
1920s Corruption

America’s Economic
position in 1910

Impact of World War One
1914 - 1918

Gangsters existed before
prohibition, but in the
1920s, their power
increased rapidly.
Capone joined Johnny
Torrio’s Chicago gang,
rising to take over. Killing
rivals and making a
fortune from
‘bootlegging’ Capone
became both feared and
celebrated. Capone was
brought down on tax
evasion charges.

President Harding and his
‘Ohio Gang’ friends
brought corruption to
government itself.
Leasing lucrative oil field
to his friends the Tea Pot
Dome Scandal damaged
the reputation of
government. Albert Fall
and other officials were
jailed for their part.
Secretly drinking alcohol
himself in the White
House, Harding did not
help with this image.

America’s economy began
to boom during and after
the War, but beforehand,
the government
recognised the potential
America had: plenty of
raw materials, a cheap
labour force and plenty of
entrepreneurs coming up
with new ideas to
revolutionise the lives of
ordinary Americans.

America did not enter the
War until close to the end
in 1917, by which time it
was making a fortune
selling weapons and
materials to her allies in
Europe. Many countries
borrowed huge amounts
of money from America,
and before long America
would be leading the
world in banking, industry
and mechanisation.

Hire
purchase/electrification

Mass production/laissez
faire

Individualism/Protectioni Over-production/falling
sm
consumer demand

The 1920s saw a boom
and everyone wanted
the very latest gadgets
and products. This led to
a surge in credit and hire
purchase where
Americans could ‘buy
now, pay later’ for new
goods. The spread of
electricity into most
homes and factories
fuelled a rise in new
appliances for the home.

The idea of ‘laissez-faire’
(literally ‘leave alone’)
spread under Presidents
Harding and Coolidge.
This was the idea that
government should only
have minimal
interference in the lives
of people. Making goods
much quicker by passing
along a production line
sped up the time it took
to make goods

Republican presidents
believed that people
achieved success through
their own hard work and
the government should
not interfere in daily lives.
In order to protect
American products,
tariffs, or taxes, were
added to goods coming in
to America. This
encouraged people to
buy American to secure
jobs.

Boom in land
values/over-speculation

The price of land and
houses rose quickly in
the 1920s and people
borrowed heavily to buy
a home. The same
occurred with stocks and
shares, people borrowed
to invest in shares.
Throughout the 1920s
prices and values rose
and everyone made
money. However, if
prices were to fall, or
worse, collapse it would
be a disaster for these
borrowers.

Wall Street Crash

Some people believed
that the share prices in
America had reached
their limit and wisely sold
their shares in the
summer of 1929. By
October, this led to a
panic in selling shares and
millions of Americans lost
everything in the ‘Crash.’
The market seemed to
recover after a few days,
but worse was to come.

Panic selling/Black
Thursday

President Hoover assured
investors there was
nothing to worry about
and urged people to stay
calm. In fact, the
opposite happened and
on ‘Black Thursday’ 13
million shares were sold,
most for a fraction of the
price that had been paid
for them. ‘Black Tuesday’
followed with shares
losing all value. Suicide
numbers rise.

Advertising played a big
part in the success on
American goods, however
it was clear that far too
many goods were being
produced and not being
sold. This led to the
companies such as Ford
to lay off workers. The
signs that there was
trouble ahead for the
economy were there and
soon panic would spread.

Silent movies

Up until 1927, all movies
were silent. There were
words to read on the
screen and a piano was
played in the cinema.
Cinema became wildly
popular with millions
each week going to see
their favourite stars and
copy their style. Charlie
Chaplin and Clara Bow
were megastars who
earned a fortune from
the silver screen.

Popularity of cinema

Millions of people
would have visited the
cinema every week.
This was a chance to
escape their lives and
copy the styles of the
most famous stars of
the day. Tickets were
cheap and comedies,
adventure and war films
were all popular. The
Hays Code placed strict
rules on film makers on
what could and couldn’t
be shown.
Role of women pre-war

Before the war, women
were expected to
behave and dress in a
certain way. Smoking
or drinking in public was
rare and divorce or sex
before marriage
unthinkable. Women
were expected to stay
at home to look after
the family too. Dress
was very conservative,
with most of the body
covered and hair tied
up. All of this was to
change with the war.

Talkies

The advent of the talking
movies in 1927 was a
revolution. The first film
was ‘The Jazz Singer’ and
millions went to see it.
From then on, most
movies switched to
speaking roles and the
silent era faded. For
many stars with strong
accents or unusual
voices, their careers
were destroyed by the
advent of sound.
Impact of war on
women
The war had a dramatic
effect on women. As
men were drafted into
the forces, America’s
women took their place
in the workplace. For
many this new found
freedom was a
revelation. Women
proved they could do the
job as well, if not better
than men. By way of
reward, women were
given the right to vote in
1920, greatly increasing
their influence after the
Americans entered the
War in 1917.

Jazz/Radio

Dancing/speakeasy
culture

The most popular music
of the age was jazz. The
distinctive beat and
rhythm was hugely
popular with the young
and flappers. Duke
Ellington and Louis
Armstrong became
major stars. Radio
spread too, with cheap
wireless sets. People
could hear music, news
and entertainment from
the comfort of their own
homes.
Changing
attitudes/influences

One of the biggest crazes
of the age was dancing,
particularly the
Charleston; a fast,
energetic dance. Clubs
were full of youngsters
eager to show off the
new craze. With the
advent of prohibition,
speakeasies, (secret
pubs in basements)
spread quickly. The only
way for the poorer
classes to gain access to
alcohol for this era.

Following the right to
vote, further changes
occurred. The number
of women attending
university increased, yet
pay and conditions
stayed resolutely stuck
in the past. The
Supreme Court offered
little or no help to
advance the cause of
women. Fashion and
culture improved
dramatically, but basic
rights remained poor.

Women became more
determined to be
independent in their
lives and nothing better
illustrated this than the
flappers. Young,
confident girls wore
their hair short, smoked
and drank in public and
wore revealing clothes.
The older generations
and the Anti-Flirt League
were outraged by their
behaviour, but they had
little effect.

Flappers/Opposition

America 1910-29
Essay questions (16=3)
Here is one example question for each of the topics you study. Remember to
use your knowledge. Don’t simply agree or disagree.
This is an essay question in which you consider a range of different
factors/causes. Be prepared for the key factor to discuss to change on the
day of the exam.
How to answer
•You need a two sided answer which has balance and good support
•Start by discussing the key issue identified in the question. Use your
knowledge to explain why this factor is important
•Consider a counter-argument. You need to cover a range of other factors;
are they more or less important than the factor in the question?
•Support each factor with relevant factual detail.
•Conclude your answer with a link back to the question and provide a
judgement. How important is the given factor when compared with other
factors?
•Write in paragraphs. Check your answer for spelling, punctuation and
grammar.
An easy way to remember is:
•Factor in the question and why it is important
•Other factors (why they are important and whether they are more or
less important than the one in the question + why?)
•Conclusion (answer the question)

How important?

What impact?

Extremely

Radical

Major

Significant

Substantial

Considerable

Somewhat

Partial

Minor

Little

Irrelevant

Not at all

Possible essay questions
Immigration
Was the fear of Communism the most important reason for
the restrictions on immigration to the USA in the 1920s?


Fear of Communism e.g Russian immigrants bringing
Communist ideas into the country following the Russian
Revolution of 1917. The Communists in Russia had
overthrown their ruler the Tsar and taken control of the
whole country. There was a fear that immigrants brought
Communist beliefs with them. Xenophobia. The Red Scare
– describe what it was eg. The bombing of the home of
Mitchell Palmer, the Attorney General. The press
whipped up public feeling against anarchists.



Fear that ‘new immigrants’ would take their jobs and
work for low wages, pushing wages down. (More or less
important that fear of Communism?)



They lived together with people from their own countries
and ghettoes developed. They were blamed for increases
in crime, drunkenness and prostitution. (More or less
important that fear of Communism?)



Fear of German immigrants during the First World War
(1914-1918). (More or less important that fear of
Communism?)

Conclusion
Was the fear of Communism the most important reason for
the restrictions on immigration to the USA in the 1920s?

Religion and race
Were the Jim Crow Laws the worst examples of intolerance in the USA between
1910-1929?


Jim Crow Laws



Segregation in the South and discrimination in the North. (More or less worse
than the Jim Crow Laws?)



The KKK (More or less worse than the Jim Crow Laws?)



Religious intolerance – religious intolerance and the Bible Belt; the Monkey Trial
(More or less worse than the Jim Crow Laws?)



The treatment of Native Americans (More or less worse than the Jim Crow
Laws?)

Conclusion – answer the question!

Was racism the main problem facing the American people during this period?







There was an increase in racism in the 1920s.
Growing concern over immigration such as the Red Scare (more or less of a
problem than racism?)
Growing membership of the KKK in the Southern States (more or less of a
problem than racism?)
Tension in the northern cities (more or less of a problem than racism?)
Ill treatment of the Native Americans (more or less of a problem than
racism?)
Alludes to other problems but does not develop them such as violence and illegal
drinking. (more or less of a problem than racism?)

Conclusion – answer the question!



Racism was a major problem especially in the southern states and the industrial
cities of the north BUT there were other problems such as abuse of prohibition
laws, growth of gangsterism and violent crime and corruption, immigration and
the Red Scare.

Crime and corruption
Was organised crime the biggest problem facing American society
during the 1920s?


Organised crime during Prohibition – growth of criminal gangs,
Prohibition, examples of criminal activities (speakeasies,
bootlegging, rackets such as protection, prostitution, illegal
lotteries) problems enforcing Prohibition/policing it, Al Capone, St
Valentine’s Day massacre, the public seeing gangsters as glamorous
and public dislike of Prohibition



Corruption – the Ohio Gang, the Teapot Dome Scandal (more or less
of a problem than organised crime?)

Conclusion – answer the question!
Economic boom
Were the policies of the Republican governments of the 1920s the most
important reason for the economic boom in the USA?











Policies of Republican Presidents
Natural resources (More or less important than the policies?)
Cheap labour force (More or less important than the policies?)
Impact of the FWW (More or less important than the policies?)
Spread of electricity (More or less important than the policies?)
Technological change (More or less important than the policies?)
Consumerism (More or less important than the policies?)
Credit (More or less important than the policies?)
Confidence (More or less important than the policies?)
The growth of the stock market and speculation (More or less
important than the policies?)

Conclusion – answer the question!

The end of prosperity
Was the panic selling of shares the main reason for the end of the
economic boom of the 1920s?











Panic selling of shares
Over- production in industry and over production in agriculture
(more or less important than panic selling?)
European countries had introduced tariffs on imported goods
(more or less important than panic selling?)
European countries found it difficult to repay debts to US banks
and too many small banks (more or less important than panic
selling?)
House prices had collapsed after 1926 (more or less important
than panic selling?)
Over speculation on the stock market (more or less important
than panic selling?)
Cheap credit (more or less important than panic selling?)
Loss of confidence (more or less important than panic selling?)

Conclusion – answer the question!
Popular entertainment/culture
Was the radio the most important change in popular entertainment
during the 1920s?








Radio
Cinema – silent movies, different types of films, cheap cost of
tickets, viewing figures, escapism, movie stars, talkies etc (more or
less important than the radio?)
Spread and development of organised sport (more or less
important than the radio?)
Jazz music – from the Deep South, examples of famous musicians
and singers (more or less important than the radio?)
Gramophones (more or less important than the radio?)
Speakeasy culture (more or less important than the radio?)

Conclusion – answer the question!

Example frame
If you have time to write a brief introduction on the issue do so.
State if the given factor is the most important one and write about it
using your knowledge of it. State how important it is.
Then if it is not the most important one state which one is. Use your
knowledge to write about it. Why is it more important?
Then write more paragraphs considering other factors and state how
important each one is compared to the given factor e.g less important
than/not the main reason.
Write a conclusion using the wording of the question e.g. fear of
Communism was the most important reason for the limiting of
immigration and explain why.
To reach the top marks you need to rank the factors/causes for
importance, this is done by using the coloured words on the first
page.

Part 1:
America: A Nation of Contrasts.

The exam will be 1 hour long. Ideally you should aim to spend as many
minutes on each question as it’s worth in points. Be prepared for any
topic to appear in the exam. You need to have good knowledge and
understanding of everything you have studied.

Why did immigration become such a major
issue in American society?
The USA is a multicultural and multiracial
society. This is a result of successive waves
of immigrants who mainly came from Europe.
By 1919, over 40,000,000 immigrants had
arrived. The USA became a ‘melting pot’ of
different races, religions and languages.
Entry into America was easy and everyone,
no matter what their background were
welcome.

Ellis Island, known as the “Island of
Tears”

The Statue of Liberty
welcomed immigrants
to America. The base
of the statue has an
inscription that reads:
“Give me your tired,
your poor yearning to
breathe free.”

Why did people want to move to the
USA?

There were many different reasons why people wanted to move to America.
These can be grouped into push and pull factors. Think of it as reasons that
you would be pushed out of your home country, and reasons why America
would pull you in. Below are listed some of the push and pull factors that
led to many Europeans moving to America.

Push Factors

Pull Factors

Overcrowding: Many
European countries were
overcrowded. (Ireland)

Space: America had plenty
of farm space and growing
cities.

Lack of opportunity: Europe
was class based. It was
difficult for poor people to
improve their position.

Economic: American
businesses and industries
led the world.

Persecution: Many people
were persecuted in Europe
for their political or religious
beliefs. (Pogrom)

Land of the Free: The Bill of
Rights guaranteed freedom
of religion, speech and
press.

Unemployment: Many
workers in Europe found
themselves out of work

Wages: Wages were higher
in America than in Europe.

Wages: Pay and conditions
in Europe were poor.

Natural Resources: America
had plenty of oil, timber and
minerals.

Try this: Describe the reasons why so many
Europeans emigrated to America in the early
twentieth century. [8] Look at Question 2 of
your how-to-guide.

What happened at Ellis Island?
•
•

•
•
•
•

Most immigrants arrived by sea,
More than 70% of immigrants arrived
through Ellis Island.
5,000 people a day would pass through
immigration,
The processing involved medical and
legal examinations.
The process took between 3 and 5
hours,
If you were refused entry, you were
sent on the next ship home, hence the
term ‘Island of Tears.’

Why did the
US pass acts
to limit
immigrants?

As the number of immigrants
began to rise, many began to
resent the Open Door Policy.
This fear stems from:
• A fear of communism,
• Many were poor and
illiterate,
• People thought they were
taking all the jobs,
• WW1 meant Germans
were hated in the USA.

Quota

Quota

1921

1924

Britain

77,342

62,574

Germany

75,342

52,012

E. Europe

63,191

10,902

Italy

42,957

3,845

Try this: Use Source A above and your
own knowledge to explain how the
Immigration Acts of the 1920s restricted
entry into the USA. [6] Use your how-toguide for help on Question 1.

How did America restrict
immigrants?

The Literacy Test – 1917
Immigrants had to pass a
series of tests to prove they
could read and write. Many
poorer immigrants had no
education, so could not pass
the test.

The Emergency Quota
Act – 1921
Set a limit of 357,000
immigrants per year.
Reduced the number of
immigrants from Eastern
Europe.

The National Origins Act
1924
The number of immigrants
reduces to 150,000 a year.
Deliberately designed to pick
on people from Eastern
Europe.

Immigration Act 1929
Banned all Asian immigrants.
Western Europe allocated
85% of places. By 1930
immigration from China,
Japan and eastern Europe
had ceased.

The growth of Xenophobia in the USA
Many Americans were alarmed by the events of the Bolshevik
Revolution in Russia in 1917. This led to a Communist
government in Russia. In Germany, Communists had tried to
take power in 1918.
The growth of the Communist party in the USA together with a
flood of immigrants from eastern Europe convinced many
Americans that a similar revolution was possible in America.

There was an increased fear of foreigners, known as
xenophobia. Americans believed new political ideas like
anarchism (a disregard for the established order) and
radicalism were just as serious as communism.
The Red Scare was strengthened by industrial unrest in 19191920. In September 1920, a bomb exploded on Wall Street
killing 38 people.
The Palmer Raids:
In 1918, the home of US Attorney General Mitchell Palmer was
bombed. Another bomb in a church killed 10 people, and it was
quickly discovered that anarchists had carried out the attacks.
Mitchell Palmer organised a series of raids against left-wing
groups and 6,000 suspects were arrested. Most of them were
Jews, Blacks, Catholics and trade unionists. They were a reaction
to this imaginary threat and most were released and the Red
Scare subsided.
Strikes:
There were 3,000 strikes in 1919.
Many wanted better pay and working
conditions. But many Americans saw
the strikes as the start of a
Communist revolution. A General
Strike in Seattle caused even more
problems. The press made the
strikers out to be communists and
foreigners.

The Case of Sacco and Vanzetti

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two Italian anarchist immigrants;
Their treatment was typical of the Red Scare hysteria;
On 5th May, 1920, they were arrested for carrying out a robbery on a
factory in Massachusetts. The manager of the factory described the
attackers as “foreigners with olive skin” before he died.
Public opinion was against them because of their background and
political beliefs;
The trial opened in May 1921, and lasted 45 days. The evidence
against them was poor. 107 people even swore that they were
somewhere else at the time of the robbery.
The Judge (Thayer) was determined to find them guilty;
They were convicted and sentenced to death;
They were executed in the electric chair in 1927.

It was reported all over the
world and showed how
intolerant America was
becoming.

It exposed the
unfairness of the
American legal system.

In 1970, Sacco and
Vanzetti were finally
pardoned by the
Governor.

Was America a country of religious
and racial tolerance?

The Bible Belt is located
in the southern states of
the USA. These people
are profoundly religious
and believe that
everything in the bible is
true.

From 1910, there was a growing divide
between the more traditional rural areas
and the new modern cities.
Rural areas had many religious
fundamentalists. These were people
who believed the bible word for word and
criticised the lifestyle of people in the cities
like flappers and jazz singers.
The Bible Belt was located in the south of
the USA.
Laws were passed to keep evil out of city
life. Indecent bathing suits, gambling and
drinking alcohol was all discouraged.

The Monkey Trial

In 1925, six US states had banned the teaching of Darwin’s theory of
evolution in science lessons. They rejected Darwin’s ideas that humans had
evolved from monkeys and apes. Science teacher John Scopes decided to
test the law and taught a lesson to his Year 10 on Charles Darwin. He was
put on trial in 1925 in Tennessee. The case became known as the ‘Monkey
Trial.’ The trial received national media attention and was broadcast on the
radio. Mr Scopes was defended by Clarence Darrow, and faced the
prosecution, led by William Jennings Bryan.
Scopes was found guilty of breaking the anti-evolution
law and fined $100. The trial did much to highlight the
ideas of fundamentalists. The debate between science
and religion had been exposed. Many Americans turned
against fundamentalist views and were put off by William
Jennings Bryan. People thought that fundamentalism
was trying to stop people’s freedom.

Try this: Why was Source B produced? [8]
Use your how-to-guide to find out how to answer
this question properly.

How were native Americans treated?
1924: Native Americans
granted US citizenship.
They could vote and
granted protection of the
law.

Children were sent
to boarding schools
where they were
taught the lifestyles
of white people

In 1928, the Meriam
Report
recommended that
native Americans be
provided with the
skills to survive in
urban society.

Men were made to
cut their hair and
women couldn’t paint
their faces.

Missionaries tried
to convert them to
Christianity

They were forced to live on
reservations. But the land was poor
and there was not enough game to
hunt.

Segregation and Jim Crow Laws

Jim Crow Laws were ANY laws that
discriminate or pick on the Blacks of
the USA.

By 1900, 12,000,000 black people lived in the USA. 75% of these people
lived in the South. Few people had the right to vote. Jim Crow Laws enforced
segregation. Black people were prevented from having access to the same
facilities as white people. Cinemas, hairdressers, parks and buses were all
segregated. They were ‘separate but equal’ facilities.
Many black people left the south and migrated north to Chicago and New York
in search of better jobs and conditions. This was called the ‘Great Migration.’
Black people did not benefit from the boom of the 1920s. They were still seen
as second class citizens. Conditions were not great, but at least they were
away from the Ku Klux Klan in the south.

Try this: Describe how blacks were treated
in the 1920s. [8] Use your how-to-guide for
help on how to answer this question.

The Ku Klux Klan

The Ku Klux Klan were a white supremacy terrorist movement who used
violence to intimidate black Americans.
In the 1920s, their membership grew quickly, up to 5,000,000.
The KKK was strongest in the Midwest and the South where working class
whites competed with black people for unskilled jobs after WW1.
They discriminated against Black people, Jews, Catholics, Mexicans and
Communists.
Only WASPS (White Anglo-Saxon Protestants) could join.
The KKK used parades, beatings, lynching and other violent methods to
intimidate black people..
Dressed in white to conceal their identity. Burning crosses became a
symbol of impending attack and their night time meetings.
In 1922, their leader was Hiram Wesley Evans, the ‘Imperial Wizard.’

Ku Klux Klan continued….

It was hard to tackle the Klan.
Often the police, judges and
teachers were all involved in
their activities.

“There are three great racial ideas which
must be used to build a great America: loyalty
to the white race, to the traditions of America
and to the spirit of protestantism. The
pioneer stock must be kept pure. The white
race must be supreme not only I America but
in the whole world. The Klan believes the
negroes are a special problem. Protestants
must be supreme. The Roman Catholic
Church is un-American and usually antiAmerican.”
Hiram Wesley Evans, speaking in 1924.

Try this: Describe the treatment
of Native Americans in the USA
in the 1920s. [8] Use your howto-guide for help on answering
this question.

The Klan only began to decline
after the trial of David
Stephenson, accused of raping
a woman on a train.
In court he revealed the extent
of the Klan’s violence and this
shocked America.
Membership collapsed and by
1928, the KKK only had a few
hundred thousand members.

How did the Black population fight back?

The Black Renaissance:
• Black culture and pride flourishes in
many cities;
• Harlem in New York became a centre
of art;
• Black music and theatre attract big
audiences;
• Jazz, soul and blues;
• Louis Armstrong gained fame.

The NAACP: (National
Association for the
Advancement of Coloured
People.)
• Led by W E Dubois
• Challenged white
supremacy
• Major campaign against
lynching
• Wanted equal rights for all.

UNIA: Universal Negro Improvement
Association.
• Blacks should have pride in their
colour, culture and history;
• Wanted to establish close links
with Africa – “Back to Africa”
• Led by Marcus Garvey

Was the 1920s a decade of organised
crime and corruption?

Prohibition
What was prohibition? Prohibition was the period of time
between January 1920 and December 1935 when it was illegal to
make, sell or transport alcoholic drinks in the USA.

Why did America introduce prohibition?
* During the 1800s, TEMPERENCE, or not
drinking alcohol was common in rural areas,
especially amongst Christians;
• Some movements were so strong they
managed to persuade local government to
ban the sale of alcohol. The Anti-Saloon
League was one of the most powerful of
these movements.
• These groups blamed alcohol for sin and evil
in American society like gambling and
domestic abuse.

The Volstead Act:
The act that
defined
intoxicating liquor
as anything
containing more
than 0.5% alcohol.

• It became a big issue in American politics.
Politicians had to explain what they thought of
prohibition and could lose votes if they said
they didn’t want alcohol banned.
• In July 1919, it became illegal to make, sell or
transport ‘intoxicating liquor.’ But it didn’t
explain what ‘intoxicating liquor’ was.
• The government hired between 1500 and
2500 agents for the WHOLE of the United
States to try and enforce prohibition.
Try this: Describe why prohibition was
introduced in America in the 1920s. Use your
how-to-guide to help you answer this
question.

Why did prohibition fail?

Speakeasies:
These were illegal
saloons, often in a cellar
with a sectret knock to get
in. There were more
speakeasies than there
were saloons. In New
York in 1930, there were
30,000 speakeasies.

The Great
Depression:
The onset of the Great
Depression after the
Wall Street Crash
meant that legalising
alcohol would mean
more jobs and money.
The government could
tax people for alcohol
again and was glad of
the revenue. People
campaigned to have
alcohol brought back in
the same way they had
fought so hard to ban it.

Bootleggers:
Bootleggers
smuggled illegal
supplies into the
cities from Mexico
and Canada.
Bootleggers
became very rich.

Moonshine was
brewed illegally at
home.

Why did
prohibition fail?
St Valentine’s Day
Massacre
The massacre was a
turning point. When
Bugs Moran killed one
of Al Capone’s friends,
in retaliation Moran’s
gang were killed by
Capone’s men dressed
as police officers. The
public saw the violence
and turned against
prohibition.

Organised Crime:
(Gangsters)
Gangsters such as Al
Capone made a fortune
supplying speakeasies with
illegal alcohol. This led to
violence between rival
gangs to gain control of
particular districts. In 1926,
there were 130 gang
murders in Chicago – noone was convicted.
It was impossible to
enforce:
2500 agents was not
enough to enforce
prohibition. Many of them
were corrupt and paid by
the gangs to ignore
speakeasies and
smuggling.
Most Americans were
prepared to break the law to
have a drink, so smuggling
continued.

Health:
Although deaths from alcoholism fell by 80% by
1921, by 1926, 50,000 had died from poisoned
alcohol made illegally.
There was an increase in blindness and paralysis
from illegally brewed alcohol

Al Capone and the St Valentine’s Day
Massacre
The ‘Era of the Gangster’ is the term given to the period when criminal gangs
grew and dominated cities because of prohibition. They bought hundreds of
breweries and transported illegal beer in armoured lorries. They saw
themselves as businessmen and when faced with competition they took over
their rivals with violence. They were famous for their use of the Thompson
Machine gun nicknamed the ‘Chicago Piano.’ They were also involved in
illegal rackets.
The most famous gangster of all was Al
Capone. He was the son of Italian immigrants
and left school early. He quickly got involved in
the local gangs. Following a fight with a
bouncer in a club, he was nicknamed ‘Scarface’
due to the wound on his face. In Chicago he
organised speakeasies, gambling houses and
nightclubs.

Try this: Use Source A (below) and
your own knowledge to describe the
problem of gangsters in the 1920s.
[6] Use your how-to-guide to help you
answer this type of question.

He drove around in a bullet proof Cadillac
which always contained machine guns. He
had 300 of his rivals killed but was not
convicted of murder. He was eventually
imprisoned for tax evasion in 1931. Seen as
glamorous by many Americans, he opened
soup kitchens to help the needy during the
Great Depression. He was involved in the St
Valentine’s Day Massacre in which seven of
Bugs Moran’s gang were shot dead by
Capone’s gang who were dressed as police
officers. At the time, he was in Florida with
the perfect alibi.

The Tea Pot Dome Scandal and
Corruption of the 1920s

President Harding and
the Ohio Gang. President
Harding appointed many of
his friends to the cabinet.
They were known as the
Ohio Gang. Many used
their positions to line their
own pockets with money.

In 1922, one of the president’s cabinet ministers, Interior Secretary Albert
Fall leased government oil fields to his wealthy friends in secret. The
location was called Tea Pot Dome and Elk Hill Reserves.
The oil fields were supposed to be kept for special reserves in times of
emergency.
Fall received $400,000 in cash and gifts from the people he leased the
fields to. The newspapers revealed the scandal and Fall denied everything.
The Senate then began investigations
President Harding fell ill over the scandal and died in 1923. Albert Fall was
found guilty of bribery and became the first ever US government official to
be sent to jail.
President Harding
continued to drink
alcohol in the
White House
despite prohibition!

What were the causes of the economic
boom experienced in the 1920s?
What was the US economy like in 1910?
It was strong. Industrial potential brought economic
benefits. There were plenty of natural resources like
coal, iron and wood. There were rich farmlands in the
Great Plains. Continued immigration from Europe
ensured a steady stream of cheap labour. There were
increased orders for goods being invented in the United
States.
However….
• Black people still suffered from segregation laws in
the South;
• Poor, illiterate immigrants were still unemployed;
• Native Americans lived in poor reservation
conditions.

What was the impact of World War One on the
economy?
Isolationism actually benefited the US economy. US
firms supplied war-torn Europe with food, munitions,
raw materials and manufactured goods. US companies
were also taking the lead on technological advances.
US Banks lent money to European countries to help
finance their war effort.
1917: The USA enters the war.
At the end of the war, US troops returned home and
faced unemployment as US factories no longer need
extra workers. Strikes occured in the textile, coal and
steel industries. Racial tensions resulted in riots in the
Northern cities.
BUT…the US economy was still strong and was set to
boom during the 1920s.

Why did the American Economy boom
in the 1920s?

Policies of Republican
Presidents:
Laissez-Faire: Leaves people
and businesses alone to
flourish.
Fordney-McCumber Tariff
Act 1922: Taxed imported
goods to make home made
American goods more
attractive to consumers.
Rugged Individualism: “A
chicken in the pot and a car
in the garage.” Encouraged
ordinary Americans to work
hard towards the American
Dream.

New Technology and Methods of Production:
Industrial output doubled in the 1920s due to
new methods of mass-production.
Industries – chemicals/electrical/cars.
Use of electrical power to drive factory machines
led to the production of electrical gadgets such
as hoovers, washing machines and radios.

Henry Ford:

BOOM!
Advertising and
Credit:
Hire purchase became
normal, the idea of
buying now and paying
later. Money was spent
on cinema and radio
advertising. Consumers
went mad for the new
gadgets which fuelled
growth in the economy.

Electricity:
In the 1920s, the electricity
industry was boosting lots of
businesses. By 1929, most
homes had electricity.
This was used to power the new
gadgets such as hoovers and
radios which were very popular.

Model T Ford was
made on assembly
lines.
One car could be
made every ten
seconds.
15,000,000 were
made and sold.
The most
successful car ever
made.
Ford used unskilled
workers.

Confidence of the Stock Market:
Many people believed that the economy would continue to grow in the 1920s, so they
were prepared to lend money, take out loans and invest. Americans believed in was
their right to be prosperous.
On the stock market, shares and stock prices continued to rise and even ordinary people
bought shares.

Does everyone benefit from the boom?
Who does not?

Farmers

Coal Miners

Black Americans

“A fall in European markets means that prices
have fallen. We have too many goods and no
one to buy them. There is too much
competition from countries like Canada. I am
forced to take out loans. Many of us have
ended up as ‘hoboes’ which are basically
tramps scouring the countryside looking for
work. More than 600,000 of us have gone
bankrupt.”

“People like us who work in old industries like
coal mines are finding life hard. Now
overproduction in the coal industry has caused
prices to fall and miners to lose their jobs.
Mass production techniques have only helped
new industries. People are using gas,
electricity and oil instead of coal. Many of us
are striking because miners are being forced to
work longer hours for less pay.”

“We suffer economic hardship and many of us
in the Deep South suffer from continued
segregation. Many of us are sharecroppers
who live in slum conditions and work long hours
for low pay. Conditions are no better for those
of us who have migrated to the cities in the
North. Many are forced to live in ghettos.
Women are paid hardly anything to be domestic
servants and many factories have whites-only
hire policies.“

What factors led to the end of
prosperity in 1929?

Long Term: Over-production in Industry:
Late 1920s: The US market was saturated with unsold goods.
The supply of goods outstriped demand. Manufacturers did
not cut back on production.

Long Term: Over-production in Agriculture:
By the mid-1920s, new farming techniques means that there’s
overproduction in agriculture. A recovery in Europe meant that
US farmers were exporting less. Many farmers were put out of
business due to fierce competition.

Long term: Fall in Trade:
By the late 1920s, the US was struggling to sell goods to
Europe. Trade is reduced and European countries cannot pay
back the loan debts to US banks.

Long Term: Boom in Property and Land Prices:
After 1926, the boom in property prices collapsed and left many
Americans in negative equity. Many Americans now owned homes
that were now worth less than they actually paid for them.

What factors led to the end of prosperity
in 1929?

Long Term: Falling demand for consumer goods:
Wealth was unevenly distributed in the US which meant that poorer
people could not afford consumer goods. However, companies
ignored this and continued to overproduce. European countries
would not take the surplus as they were struggling to repay their
debts.

Long term: Too many small banks:
Too many small banks which would not have been able to cope
when people rushed to take their money out in October 1929.

Short Term: Rise of the
Stock Market and Overspeculation:
Investing in stocks and
shares had become
common. The government
did not regulate the stock
market and buying was out
of control. Many bought
shares with borrowed
money, known as ‘buying on
the margin.’ 75% of all
shares bought was with
borrowed money. As prices
rose, people began
gambling with even bigger
sums of money. But when
companies were selling
fewer goods, share prices
slowed and confidence
disappeared.

Short term: Loss of
confidence:
In the summer of 1929,
financial experts were
warning of a fall in prices.
In September, investors
began to worry and
started to sell their shares.
This panicked all investors
and people rushed to sell.
This created an
atmosphere of uncertainty
and small investors
rushed to sell their shares
too.

The Crash:
On 24th October, 1929,
12,800,000 shares were
sold.
The stock market began
to collapse and prices
tumbled.
29th October, known as
‘Black Tuesday’
16,000,000 shares
changed hands at very
low prices.
President Hoover urged
the nation not to panic
which made things
worse.
The market crashed.

How did popular entertainment
develop during the 1920s?

Up to 1913, most films were made in New York. To
avoid lawsuits and gain better light and scenery, many
companies relocated to Hollywood. By 1918,
Hollywood had taken over world cinema. There were
four main companies: Paramount, Warner Bros, RKO
and Columbia. Movie stars moved to the area and built
luxury homes.
The Hays Code:
Hollywood was criticised
by some who said it was
lowering the moral
standards of America.
Hollywood responded by
creating the Hays Code.
Source C:
• No screen nudity;
“The popularity of the cinema threatens the
• No kiss to last more
American way of life. In films, sexual relations
than 3 seconds;
outside of marriage should not be portrayed as
• Members of the
attractive. All crimes should be punished and
clergy cannot be
neither the criminal or the crime should get and
comics or villains
sympathy from the audience.”
• Murder, arson and
Part of the Hays Code, set up in 1929.
drugs must be shown
Source D:
as evil.
Ladies and gentlemen, what an evening we have
had celebrating our fantastic new cinema culture,
loved by millions. This glorious event has seen
the best that America can give. We have seen a
great gangster movie win best script, and the
beautiful Janet Gaynor win best actress.
Douglas Fairbanks, speaking at the first ever
Oscars, 1929.
Try this: Which of the sources is more useful to an historian
studying the popularity of cinema during this period? [12] Use you
how-to-guide to help you!

Who were the great movie stars of the
age?
Clara Bow: One of the most
famous movie stars of the age.
The most successful film of 1927
was called ‘It’ in which she is
shown as a glorious flapper. Her
life off stage damaged her
reputation with stories of wild
parties and love affairs.

Silent Movies
were incredibly
popular with
nearly 100
million people
going there
each week.

Charlie Chaplin:
With his trademark
moustache and tramplike image.
Famous for appearing
in dozens of silent
films. He moved into
‘talkie’ pictures too.
Had to go to
Switzerland in 1952
because of his leftwing views.
Theda Bara:
Manufactured to be a bad
girl in films.
Her name was an
anagram of ‘Arab death.’
Was said to have occult
powers and be very
wicked.

Rudolph
Valentino:
The first major
star to be sold on
sex-appeal.
Starred in 14
major films.
Sudden death
from a failed
blood transfusion
caused mass
mourning. Some
fans committed
suicide!
The first ever
‘TALKIE’ in 1927
caused a
sensation. The
first time a movie
had speaking
actors and
actresses. Some
silent screen stars
were destroyed by
the advent of
sound.

Music, jazz, radio, gramophones and
dancing.

Radio:
By 1930 there were 600 radio stations in
the USA. Mass production meant that lots
of families could afford one. People could
listen to the news, sporting events, adverts
and jazz. By the end of the 1920s, radio
had reached 20,000,000 people. It helped
to create sporting heroes and increased
people’s cultural and political awareness.
Development of Jazz:
Jazz originated with the black slaves who
had created their own style of music. It was
based on improvisation as many black
Americans could not read music. This made
the music attractive as it was unpredictable.
It became very popular with young, white,
middle class Americans. Many disapproved
of it, but this only made it more popular. It
became the attraction of night clubs and
speakeasies. Louis Armstrong was one of
the most famous jazz stars.
The Cotton Club was a famous jazz club in
New York.

Dancing and Clubs:
There was a more carefree
approach compared with before
the War. The Charleston
became very popular with
breathtaking speed and
rhythms. This dance shocked
older generations and many
considered it immoral and
scandalous. Crazes and dance
marathons grew.
Speakeasies:
Jazz performed by black
musicians was the main source
of entertainment in these illegal
clubs. Blacks and whites were
able to mix for the first time.
The audience was also made up
of all social classes. Young
people were attracted to the
dances.

Gramophones and Sport…
The Gramophone:
The industry peaked in
1921 as gramophones
were mass produced.
They were overtaken by
radio and declined even
further with the Wall Street
Crash.
Sport:
People had more free time as well as more
money for leisure activities. Better transport
links enabled people to get to stadiums and
tracks. Baseball, boxing, tennis and golf
were all popular. When sport became
profitable, it attracted even greater crowds.
Icons and heroes emerged and their lifestyles
received media attention.
Fads and Crazes:
Dance Marathons – contestants
danced non-stop until one
couple remained.
People hoped to achieve fame.
Many competitors thought of
themselves as celebrities.

Try this: Describe the fads and
crazes of the 1920s. [8] Use your
how-to-guide to help you answer
this type of question.

Flagpole Sitting:
The oldest craze of the 1920s.
Alvin Kelly was the best known,
he sat on the top of a flagpole
for 49 days!
Games:
Crosswords and Mah-Jongg
became very popular.

How did the lifestyle and status of
women change during this period?

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

They were expected not to wear make-up,
Their relationships with men were strictly controlled.
They had to have a chaperone when they went out.
They were expected not to take part in sport or to
smoke in public.
In most states they could not vote.
Had to wear restrictive, long clothes and behave
politely,
Most women were expected to be housewives,
Very few paid jobs were open to women. Most
working women were in lower paid jobs such as
cleaning, dressmaking and secretarial work.

What changed by 1920?
WW1 gave women the opportunity to enter the workplace
and do jobs previously done by men.
Politics: 19th Amendment became law in 1920 giving
women the right to vote.
Flappers: Middle class women in Northern states
challenged the traditional values. Women more daring
clothes. They smoked in public and drank with men in
public. They went out with men in cars without a
chaperone. They kissed in public.
Employment: Women took on jobs, particularly middleclass women. They typically took on jobs created by new
industries. There were 10,000,000 women in jobs in
1929, 24% more than in 1920.
Marriages: Women were less likely to stay in unhappy
marriages. In 1914, there were 100,000 divorces. In
1929, there were twice as many. Married women had
fewer children.
Feminism: There was a growth in women’s
organisations which campaigned for equal pay and
employment opportunities.

Did life get better for all
women?

No

Yes

Clothes

A combination of
traditional religion and old
country values kept
countryside women in a
more restricted role than
urban women enjoyed.

Women enjoyed party
lifestyles and wore
delicate and revealing
clothes.

Going out

The Anti-Flirt League
discouraged women from
being too brash. Many
women admired the
flappers, but couldn’t
afford to be like them.

Women smoked, drank
and kissed men in public.

Work

Women were still paid
less than men and many
still stayed at home.
Women had no support
for equal pay or a
minimum wage.

Women took on jobs,
particularly middle class
women. There were 10
million women in jobs by
1929.

Films

Country women saw the
films, but many were
horrified by what they
saw.

Many city women were
exposed to string female
leads in Hollywood and
admired them.

Advertising

They did not have
enough money to buy
products. Labour saving
devices were not bought
in rural areas.

They made the decision
about what to buy for
their homes and were big
targets of advertising.

Politics

Women were not seen as
realistic candidates.
Sexism still strong.

Women were given the
vote in 1920.

Home life

Traditional values were
kept in the countryside.

Women were less likely
to stay in unhappy
marriages.

CRIME AND
PUNISHMENT
Prestatyn High School – History Dept
Revision Guide

What have been the main causes of
crime over time?
One of the main causes of crime in England and
Wales during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries was POVERTY

Vagrancy:
Poverty, rural
depopulation,
unemployment,
able-bodied poor,
deserving poor,
rogues and
vagabonds

Heresy:
With religion
changing so much
in the sixteenth
century, heresy was
a common crime.
This was saying or
doing something
against God and
monarch.

Treason:
One of the most
serious crimes of
the age. This is
where you say or
do something
against the
monarch.

Causes of poverty:
• Rising population. By 1550, there were
3,200,000 people in England and Wales.
Fifty years later it was 4,200,000.
• Bad harvests: 1556, 1596 and 1597 were
particularly bad with the threat of starvation.
• Rising inflation: wages couldn’t keep pace
with rising prices.
• Fighting costly foreign wars: this meant
that the king or queen raised taxes. When
sailors and soldiers returned home, there
were no jobs for them.
• Rack renting: landlords kept increasing
rent. Many people were evicted.

Try this: Explain why vagrancy was such a problem in
the sixteenth century. [12] Remember PEEL and use
your how-to-guide to help you!

What was the impact of religious
changes in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries?

Henry VII:
1485-1509
Catholic

Henry VIII:
1509-1547
Catholic, and the
Protestant from
1536.

Edward VI:
1547-1553
Protestant

Mary I
1553-1558
Catholic

Elizabeth I:
1558-1603
Protestant

Have Welsh example ready for your
exam! Find out about Rawlins White,
Richard Gwyn and John Penry.

Heresy became a common crime in the sixteenth century as the official
religion of the country could switch with each new king or queen. Some
monarchs took the crime of heresy more seriously than others. Mary I holds
the record for most deaths during her reign. She burned many prominent
Protestants. Her sister Elizabeth I began her reign by allowing both
Catholics and Protestants to worship in peace, however, she soon clamped
down of the Catholics.

Try this: Describe the crime of heresy and
treason in the sixteenth century. [6] Use
your how-to-guide to help you answer this
type of question.

Industrialisation and Urbanisation of the
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries.
Again, it is important to note than one of the key causes
of crime during this period was POVERTY

As in previous periods of time, around 75% of all recorded crime in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was theft. Violent crimes made up
about 10% of crimes. Murder was relatively rare. Despite this, the people
of the big cities, particularly London were still more frightened of gruesome
crimes than of petty theft. Most middle class people living in the West end
of London believed that the city was in the grip of a crime wave that
needed to be stopped. This belief was highlighted by stories in the press.
People were particularly interested to read about murders and murderers.
Pickpockets:
People had been pickpocketing for centuries. However the overcrowded
streets of Whitechapel and East London gave pickpockets new and greater
opportunities. Big public events provided an excellent opportunity for
crime.
Riots and Protests:
Between 1800 and 1850 there were many protest movements in England
and Wales. The public unrest was caused by many social and economic
changes which followed the Industrial Revolution. This period saw poorer
people protest against the government as they still had no vote or any way
to show unhappiness.
Rookeries:
These were the areas
of town where
criminals tended to
live. They were the
areas of poorest
housing and narrow
streets. (China)

Causes of crime in the 20th and 21st
Centuries.
The rise of computers and the internet
has seen a dramatic rise in new types
of crimes. Hacking and phishing are
just some of the crimes that can now
be committed online.
Knife crime is
becoming a massive
problem in Britain
today. The police are
finding it difficult to
deal with as youths
think it’s acceptable to
carry knives in public.
Often these youths
have no role-models or
boundaries set by a
family, so join gangs.

The growth of radical
religious
fundamentalism across
the globe has seen a
new type of crime in the
20th and 21st centuries:
terrorism. Groups such
as ISIS and Al Qaeda
have committed
atrocities in the name
of their cause.
Thousands have died
and governments have
found it difficult to
tackle, as such groups
often are only small in
number. The 9/11
attacks in New York
and Washington and
the 7/7 bombings in
London are two recent
examples.

Car crime is a relatively new problem that the
police have had to deal with. Invented at the
beginning of the twentieth century, car crime
gradually became a massive problem in the 1970s
and 80s. Carjacking and robberies could be
committed with ease and the police struggled to
keep pace. Modern cars have much better
security, such as immobilisers and steering locks,
which has brought a fall in recorded cases.

Thankfully, Britain is a
country in which gun
crime is still relatively
rare. Following the
Dunblane massacre of
1996, all handguns
were banned in Britain,
and even today,
purchasing a gun in
Britain is very difficult.
Gun crime seems to
be rising in London
and other larger cities.

Find Welsh
examples:
Meibion
Glyndwr.

Try this: To what extent is crime more
prevalent in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries? [16] Use your how-to-guide to
help you answer this kind of question.

How has the Nature of crime differed and
changed over time?
Vagrancy in the Sixteenth Century.
Rogues and vagabonds were beggars during the Tudor
times. They had no home or job and wandered the country
looking for work. Most people in towns were suspicious of
vagrants because they travelled in big groups and it was
often believed they were up to no good committing crimes
such as theft.
Why did people become vagrants?
• The population of the country increased by 40% and there
was not enough work for everyone.
• Henry VIII decided to close down the monasteries because
he wanted their wealth. These monasteries previously
provided shelter, medical and charitable care for people,
and now they were gone.
• Prices were going up faster than wages,
• Laws were passed to punish vagabonds. In 1531, a law
was passed whereby vagabonds would have a letter V
burned onto their foreheads.
Smuggling:
Smuggling is where you bring goods
into the country illegally. During the 17th
century, the government raised taxes
on many goods, which meant they were
cheaper to get from abroad. The only
way to get them in to the country was to
smuggle them in. Britain’s coastline of
cliffs and caves made it perfect for
smuggling. Most people didn’t regard
smuggling as a crime and would
Smuggling happened all along
actively take part for extra money.
the coastline of Wales. It’s
jagged coast was perfect to hide
goods. Custom Officials
struggled to keep a check as the
Try this: Explain why smuggling started
territory they had to cover was
to decline in the seventeenth century. [12]
huge. Often the locals would
Remember PEEL and use your how-tobribe officials to turn a blind eye
guide to help you answer this type of
to smuggling operations along
the coast.
question.

Why did Highway Robbery
increase in the Eighteenth
century?
The 18th Century is often called a ‘golden age’ for highway robbery. Highwaymen were
seen by the authorities as the most serious threat of all to law and order. They threatened
the lifeline of towns and the postal service. Large rewards were offered for information that
would lead to their arrest.

Image: The view
of highwaymen
is a glamorous
one, welldressed and
daring. They
were polite to
victims and
rarely used
violence.

Why did Highway
Robbery increase?
• More roads were built;
• More traffic on the
roads;
• There were no banks,
so you carried your
money with you;
• Roads at night were
quiet so robbers could
get away with their
crimes;
• They could make a fast
getaway on horseback;
• The availability of cheap
pistols.

Reality: Many
highwaymen
were violent and
cruel. One,
whose mask
slipped during a
robbery, cut out
his victim’s
tongue.

Have Welsh examples ready! Find
out about smuggling in West Wales,
Gower and Cardigan Bay.

The most famous of all highwaymen was
Dick Turpin. Born in Essex, he became a
butcher’s apprentice and married a local
woman. But he was not happy with a poor
life and he wanted better. He turned to horse
stealing, house breaking and theft. He then
turned to highway robbery. He was caught
and hanged in York in 1739. He died to the
cheers of the public who admired him.
Try this: Explain why the problem of highway
robbery increased during the eighteenth century.
[12] Use PEEL and your how-to-guide to help
you answer this question.

What types of industrial and agrarian disorder
was there during the Industrial Revolution?
The Luddites:
In the 18th and early 19th century, although it
had a parliament, Britain was not a democracy.
That meant that the only way people could
show displeasure with the government was
through violent protest. There were riots in
Nottinghamshire, Yorkshire and Lancashire by
hand-weavers who broke into the factories to
destroy the new machines. There was a mass
trial at York in 1813 after which 17 Luddites
were executed. The crisis was made worse by
food shortages. The Luddites were an effective
force and successful in their protests.

The Tolpuddle Martyrs:
The Tolpuddle Martyrs
brought about the beginning
of the modern trade union
movement. The farm
workers wanted to protest
against their poor pay and
working conditions. As a
result of their actions, six
were transported to Australia.
The Trade Union Movement
ensured their families had
enough money to survive
whilst they were away. A
petition of 800,000 signatures
was organised and the men
were freed in 1836. Since
then, the trade unions have
grown, protect employees to
this day and represent them
regarding pay and working
conditions.

Try this: Describe how serious Industrial
disorder was during the Industrial
Revolution. [6] Use your how-to-guide to
help you answer this question.

Find Welsh examples:
The Chartist protests in
Llanidloes and Newport in
1839 and the Rebecca
Rioters.

Chartists, Swing and Rebecca
Riots

Chartists:
The Chartists organised huge rallies
and petitions to parliament in the 1840s
to campaign for political reform.
Although there was a Chartist riot in
Newport in 1839, Britain avoided a full
scale revolution. The Chartists
wanted: a vote for all men, a secret
ballot, payment for MPs, electoral
districts of equal size. The Peterloo
Massacre occurred in Manchester
when cavalry charged a crowd of
80,000. The crowd was forced to
disperse.
Swing Riots:
These attacks were on farm machines all
over the South of England. 2,000 people
were put on trial of whom 19 were executed.
Labourers would destroy machines that cost
a fortune to repair. They particularly
targeted the new thresher machines that
they said was taking away their jobs. Such
criminal damage was common at the time
until gradually the government accepted that
it was its duty to act in the interests of the
people.
Rebecca Riots:
In 1750, getting around Wales was very difficult. Most
roads were owned by turnpike trusts, whereby you had
to pay at a toll-gate in order to use the roads. Welsh
farmers needed the roads more than most and resented
having to pay. There then began examples of the toll
gates being smashed up and destroyed at night by men
dressed as women. The trust would then rebuild the
gate only for it to be destroyed again. Eventually the
gates were not rebuilt.

How did civic and parish responsibility
grow in the sixteenth century?

Justices of the
Peace:
Before 1829, there
was no police force in
Britain at all.
However, there were
people who’s job it
was to keep law and
order . Britain’s towns
and villages were
policed by three
groups of people who
all had to work
together to fight crime.
Justices of the Peace
were usually wealthy
landowners who
volunteered for the
role. They had to
police alehouses,
arrest vagrants, and
sentence criminals to
the stocks or the
pillory. Humiliation
was the key to Tudor
law and order.

Constables:
These men were appointed by the JP and
were not paid or legally trained. They
were forced to hold the job for one year. If
they refused, they faced a large fine.
Constables were usually working class
people who had a full time job as well as
being forced to police the streets. They
would make arrests and carry out the
punishments handed down by the JP.
Watchmen:
The lowliest form of policing, usually done
by older men. These people were paid,
only because nobody else would do it.
Watchmen had to keep watch on the
streets at night and each hour would call
out the time and shout “All is well!” They
had a specific beat to patrol.

Try this: How effective was the
Tudor system of maintaining law
and order? [16]
Use your how-to-guide to help
you answer this type of question.

Methods of combatting crime:
How effective were JPs, constables
and watchmen?

In the Tudor times, the JP was elevated in rank above the
constables, watchmen and even the local sheriff. JPs had
huge power and to be chosen for the role was a great
honour. They had four main responsibilities:
•
•
•
•

To maintain law and order;
To administer local government;
To carry out the orders of the Privy Council;
To supervise the work of other law officers.

With the growth of the urban population in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, the role of the JP became
increasingly burdensome and the workload was simply too
much.

The Act of Union of 1536 brought
Wales under English legal jurisdiction.
A system going back several centuries
was replaced with the English system
of JPs. It soon became a position of
great status and was highly sought
after by local landowners and gentry.

Merthyr Tydfil had a
population of 30,000 but
only 2 JPs keeping law and
order. It was clear that a
new approach would soon
be needed.

The parish constable had the
responsibility of helping the JP
keep law and order. The office
first appeared in 1250 and
remained virtually unchanged for
hundreds of years after. The
constable was expected to call
“the hue and cry” if they needed
assistance and it was the duty of
local residents to go and help.
The role of watchman was
unpopular as it was unpaid and
when coupled with a day job, it
could be very cumbersome and
time consuming. Watchmen
patrolled the streets at night
ensuring the towns and cities
were safe.

The concept of a police force in the
nineteenth century. The Bow Street
Runners.
Until the 19th century, enforcing
the law continued to be the
responsibility of Justices of the
Peace. JPs were assisted by
constables and watchmen who
did a very poor job. By 1750,
London had grown to a city of
500,000 people and crime was a
serious problem.
In 1748, Henry Fielding was a magistrate
at Bow Street Court. According to Fielding
and his half blind brother John, only 6 of
the 80 constables were any good. He
persuaded the good men to stay and he
hired 80 more to try and break up some of
London’s criminal gangs. They were paid
for their duty and were expected to keep a
detailed record of crime and criminals.
After Fielding retired in 1754, his brother
John took over and Bow Street had an
efficient, trained and paid force of
constables. They took on the name Bow
Street Runners.
It was said that John Fielding could
recognise the voices of over 3,000
criminals.

Positive points about the
Bow Street Runners:
• They were professional
and were paid,
• They kept detailed
records,
• Fielding brothers came
up with preventative
methods to stop crime.
• Negative points:
• Only focused on
London.

Sir Robert Peel and the creation of
the Metropolitan Police.
There was considerable opposition to the creation of a police
force. However, the success of the Bow Street Runners and
rising populations meant that change was needed

In 1822, Sir Robert Peel became Home Secretary, with his main responsibility being
law and order. He felt some of the existing forces were ineffective and managed to
persuade the Prime Minister, the Duke of Wellington, that a London-wide police force
was needed under the control of the Home Secretary. The result was the Metropolitan
Police Act of 1829. Two commissioners were appointed to oversee the day-to-day
running of the force. The new force set up its HQ at Scotland Yard and divided London
into 17 districts, each with a force of 144 constables and a superintendent to oversee
them. Within a year, the force was fully manned with officers having to be less than 35
years old, at least 5’7” tall and be able to read and write. Constables were required to
work seven days a week and patrol a ‘beat.’ Uniforms were blue and officers were
supplied with a wooden truncheon.
Try this: What
does the photo
tell you about the
policing in
London in the
1850s?

The creation of police forces across the country
took several decades to achieve. The Rural
Police Act of 1839 allowed JPs to set up police
forces in their own counties. The act was NOT
compulsory and many areas refused to entertain
the idea of a force in their area. During the 1840s,
5 of the 13 counties of Wales had their own force.
By 1856, all counties had one.

The changing nature and
purpose of the police in the
twentieth century.
Since the beginning of the twentieth century,
the police force has undergone many
changes, not least in technology and methods
of detection. Some aspects of the police have
remained the same though. Their duties
remain to deal with minor and major crimes
and to maintain public order. The police hold
specific powers to carry out their job, for
example:
• The power to arrest you;
• The power to search you;
• The power to detain you; and
• The power to fine/report you.
The attitude of the British public towards the
police has altered over the previous two
centuries. They were initially viewed with
suspicion, as the police in France were often
used by the government as spies. There was
the cost issue and invasion of privacy that
affected views too. Gradually, the police came
to be respected as a force for good in reducing
crime. Isolated incidents over the decades
have tended to tarnish their reputation,
however, generally the British people have a
favourable attitude to them.

Since its earliest days, policing in
Britain has been based on a
community based model. The
introduction of Neighbourhood
Watch schemes and Police
Support Officers has attempted to
make the police more locally
based again. Some forces are
huge and that community feeling
is lost.

Try this: “Explain
why methods of law
enforcement
underwent change
during the second
half of the twentieth
century.” [12] Use
your how-to-guide to
help you.

New technology has massively
helped the police carry out their
duties. CCTV is now everywhere
in Britain and advanced in DNA
and forensic science can detect
criminals quickly. Radios,
computers and the internet are
now all used to help in the fight
against crime.

Developments in policing in
the Twentieth Century.

In 1919 the very first female police
officers appeared. They were not
allowed to carry handcuffs or make
arrests and were given the prefix
WPC (Woman police constable)
before their name. It was not until
the 1970s that women were fully
integrated into the force and today
the number of female officers
stands at 30%.

The biggest change in
policing over the twentieth
century has been in transport.
Patrol cars, bikes, horses and
helicopters are used to help in
the fight against crime. Some
forces now have drones to
assist them. Aerial units can
be on the scene of an incident
before those on the ground
arrive.

Try this: Why have developments in transport been important in
policing methods during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries?
[16] Use your how-to-guide to help you answer this.

Attitudes towards punishment:
Why do we punish criminals?
Why does society punish those who
commit crime?
To discipline, to deter, to protect and to
reform.

Many of the old medieval methods of
punishments continued to be used in
this country up until the 1600s. The
idea was to use corporal punishment,
ie. inflicting pain on an individual to
stop them from repeating the crime.
The stocks and the pillory were a
common form of punishment during
this time. The idea was to humiliate
offenders in front of the townsfolk to
prevent reoffending. The pillory and
stocks were in use in Britain up until
the 1870s. An act of 1948, finally
ended all kinds of corporal
punishment in Britain.

The last hanging in Wales was a
murderer, Robert Coe in Swansea in
1866. Executions by then were taking
place in prison away from public gaze.

Capital punishment involves
executing the criminal in the
hope that it deters others from
copying their crimes. At one
point there were 225 crimes
that you could be put to death
for in Britain, known as the
“Bloody Code.” Public opinion
in favour of capital punishment
was high and newspapers
regularly reported on the notion
that crime was too high and
needed to be controlled.
Eventually public opinion for
executions wavered and faded.

The use of banishment and
transportation in the
eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.
This era saw a growing realisation
that the Bloody Code was too harsh.
An alternative punishment, still
severe, and that was transportation
to Australia.

By 1783, some public executions were getting out of control. The crowd
was unruly and pickpockets were everywhere preying on the crowd.
Attitudes towards brutal, extreme punishments was changing and
transportation became an alternative between the extremes of hanging
and the lesser whipping or flogging. It was hoped that the criminals who
were transported would have chance to learn new skills and to begin a
new life without the need to resort to crime.

By the early 1800s, some juries
refused to allow criminals to be
executed as they felt that the
Bloody Code was far too severe
and needed to be abolished.
Home Secretary Robert Peel
believed the code to be savage
and campaigned to have the
code reduced to just 5 crimes to
which you could be executed.

The use of prison to punish
and reform in the nineteenth
century.
By the 1800s, prisons played a tiny part in
the criminal justice system, but by the 1860s,
90% of all criminals were placed into the
system.

In the 1800s, the focus of the criminal justice system had shifted towards
reforming the criminal, rather than punishment or humiliation. Prison reform
accelerated during this time for a number of reasons. Firstly, the influence of
notable prison reformers, such as Elizabeth Fry and John Howard made great
efforts to initiate change. Transportation as a punishment was seen as inhumane
and was coming to an end. There were changes in public and government
attitudes towards how to deal with prisoners. Finally there were many public
debates on how to treat prisoners, with a mind to reform them rather than get rid of
them.

The 1800s saw a major debate over
how to treat prisoners: do we reform
them, or punish them? The “Separate
System” believed that criminals were
bad because they were exposed to
wicked influences. If they could be
separated from others and given
chance to work they could be reformed.
The alternative was the “Silent
System,” where prisoners could only
be broken through strict and tough
discipline. Boring, monotonous tasks
were designed to punish the criminal
whilst in prison. The debate was
unique in Britain in deciding which was
best: punish or reform?

• The Gaols Act of 1823 marked the
start of the reform of prisons;
• Pentonville Prison in London is the
best example of the “separate
system.”
• Borstals introduced in 1902;
• Open Prisons set up in 1932 to
house non violet, low risk prisoners;
• Parole, probation, community
service.

Changes in attitudes
towards punishment in the
twentieth century.

The Gladstone Report of 1895 finally showed a swing in public opinion
away from harsh punishments and in favour of reform. The “Silent System”
was phased out and attitudes towards punishment evolved.

A number of
miscarriages of justice
in the 1950s and
1960s saw the debate
over the death penalty
rise again. Some
members of the public
saw it as barbaric,
whilst others saw it as
a necessary deterrent.
Eventually the death
penalty was abolished
in Britain in 1967.

Dealing with youth offenders rapidly
evolved in the twentieth century.
The use of borstals, run like
boarding schools with strict
discipline were introduced in the
early 1900s to house offenders.
Borstals evolved into the modern
Young Offender Institutes for
juveniles. Electronic tagging and
ASBOs are now common too as a
way of dealing with the younger
generations rather than sending
them to prison.

Methods of Punishment:
The treatment of vagabonds in
Tudor times.
High levels of unemployment and the religious changes of
the Tudor times brought about a rise in crime.
Punishments tended to be harsh and humiliating.

Tudor England and Wales saw a growth
in wandering beggars and thieves
moving from town to town. These
beggars caused a nuisance to
townsfolk and the JPs were often
inundated with work to try and stop
them. The most coming form of
punishment for beggars and vagrants
was whipping or flogging in public to try
and deter them from further crime.

The stocks and pillory were
designed for public disgrace
and humiliation. Most villages
had them. Most Welsh towns
had them, indeed the stocks at
Denbigh are still on display
today.

Methods of Punishment:
Transportation
Originally seen as a quick alternative to the
problem of overcrowded prisons, the British
system of transportation involved sending
prisoners to America or Australia.

•

•

•

It was an
alternative to
hanging.
It would
reduce crime
by banishing
the criminals.
Prison was
too costly.

Reasons for
Transportation

* It was believed
hard work would be
beneficial.
* A fresh start for
the criminal.

* It helps Britain
colonise abroad.

Originally, prisoners were sent to the West Indies or Virginia in
America. However, the outbreak of the American War of
Independence in the 1770s meant prisoners could no longer be
sent there. There result was massive overcrowding in Britain’s
prisons. The other alternative was Australia. At the height of
the nineteenth century five ships a year were heading over to
Australia with convicts. In all, over 160,000 people were sent to
Australia as punishment before it was abolished.

Prisons and Prison Reform
Prisons were originally used as a place to
hold people awaiting trial. Gradually they
came to be part of the punishment system
itself.

John Howard: 1726-1790
As a youngster he was captured by
French pirates and sent to prison. This
had a lasting effect on him. Later in life he
became High Sheriff of Bedfordshire, in
charge of the county jails. He was so
shocked at the state of the jail, he decided
to visit others around the country. He
recommended prisoners not be kept in
confinement and should receive regular
visitors.

Elizabeth Fry: 1780-1845
After Sir George Paul had highlighted the
need for male and female prisoners to be
separated, this was taken a stage further
by Elizabeth Fry. In 1813, she visited
Newgate prison and was horrified at what
she saw. She was convinced women
prisoners needed education, discipline,
hard work and religion. She travelled the
country gaining support for her ideas.
Thanks to Fry, the conditions at Newgate
prison were greatly improved.

Depression,
War and
Recovery

Why were Britain’s
traditional industries in
decline?

What was the impact of
the Wall Street Crash on
England & Wales?

What was the National
Government?

What was the effect on
the unemployed during
the Depression?

The old staple industries
of Britain were in serious
decline in the early 20th
century. These were coal,
iron and steel, textiles
and shipbuilding. Most of
these industries relied on
exports. Competition
from abroad meant
British industries could
not compete. The worst
hit industry was
shipbuilding.
Unemployment rose
which then had a knockon effect of the other
staple industries.

As a result of the crash,
people all over the world
stopped spending money.
People looked for cheaper
goods abroad. The result
was exports collapsed and
unemployment grew,
reaching 3 million by
1932. Areas of South
Wales, the North-West
and North East were badly
hit. However the
economy of the Midlands
and London was not as
badly hit.

In 1931, a National
Government was set up to
deal with unemployment.
It was a coalition of the
three main political
parties led by Ramsay
MacDonald. The
government tried short
term measures to help,
cutting spending, coming
off the Gold Standard and
also long term solutions
such as the Import Duties
Act and the Ottawa
Agreements.

To try and bring the cost
of unemployment benefit
down, the govt introduced
a Means Test before you
got help. This involved
inspections and valuations
of your property, the level
of dole was paid
accordingly. There were
protests against the
Means Test, people saw it
as intrusive and
humiliating. Marches and
protests were organised
to object to it.

What was the impact of
the Depression on
women?

What were living
conditions like for the
poor?

Women often suffered
worst of all during the
depression. Often the
first to be laid off, women
suffered as national
Insurance was usually
paid to the main
breadwinner, the man,
and suffered through
poor medical treatment.
Government figures
revealed that the death
rate for women in high
unemployment areas was
often double what it was
in more prosperous areas.
Women would have to
‘make ends meet.’

For the poor, this was a
time of hardship and
suffering. The average
weekly income for an
unemployed family was
£1.46, compared to £2.57
for a working family.
Deficiencies in health
became apparent due to
poor diet and the death
rate was very high.
Overcrowded houses in
poor conditions also did
not help the plight of the
poor.

Jarrow Marches

One of the worst affected
towns during the
Depression. Most of the
people worked in the
Palmer’s shipyard. Orders
dried up because
companies were not
buying large ships
anymore. The Yard closed
and the population really
struggled. The town
organised a march to
London, stopping in towns
along the way to collect
signatures. The TUC and
the Labour Party declined
to support them fearing it
damaged their cause.

Popular culture during the
Depression

The rise of cinema during
this time was the most
notable cultural change.
Hollywood films reflected
the hardships of life while
still maintaining the
glamour and hope. Radio
and sport also helped take
the minds of the people
away from the daily
hardships of life.

Nat. Govt attracts new
industry – how?

Why did some people
move during the
Depression?

Was there a difference
What was the threat from
between England & Wales Germany?
during the Depression?

The government
suggested mergers or
amalgamations to help
companies become more
competitive with foreign
businesses. The Special
Areas Act offered grants
to companies who moved
to the North West and
South Wales. However,
unemployment only came
down very slowly in these
areas. Rearmament and a
revival in world trade
eventually helped.

Migration (moving within
the UK) was common
during this time. People
moving from hard-hit,
depressed areas to more
prosperous areas such as
the South East, London,
and the Midlands in search
of work. Alternatively
emigration (moving
abroad) was an option for
hard-pressed families to
consider.

Life and the experiences of
people in Wales and
England did vary. For the
South Wales valleys,
especially in the coal
mining areas, life was
tough and the experiences
of the ordinary people was
very tough. In contrast,
life in London and the
South East was not too
badly affected. People
were secure in the new
industries of technology
and newer industries.

Precautions on the Home
Front

Phoney
war/Blitz/evacuation

When war was declared,
nothing happened for
over six months. This is
known as the Phoney
War. Precautions were
put in place, ready for
when war came. Air-raid
shelters were readied,
barrage-balloons and
RADAR were all put in
place ready for when the
Nazis attacked in 1940.

Britain declared war on
September 3rd 1939. Up
to April 1940, virtually
nothing happened
militarily. This is known as
the Phoney War. This
came to an end in April
1940 when Hitler invaded
Norway. Anticipating raids
on British cities, children,
teachers and the disbled
were moved out of the
cities to temporary homes
in the countryside.
Experiences were mixed
with some enjoying their
time/others hating it.

Rationing / women

Rationing began almost as
soon as the war started.
All households were issued
with an identity card and
ration book. Items such as
butter, bacon, meats, and
sugar were rationed. Black
Market activities thrived
at this time. The
government also
encouraged people to look
after themselves and grow
their own veg through the
“Dig for Victory”
campaign.

The British government
followed a policy of
appeasement with the
Germans – allowing them
to take control of the
countries around them
with little or no
consequences. The
Rhineland, Austria,
Sudetenland,
Czechoslovakia were all
taken before the British
finally gave an ultimatum.
Poland was invaded in
1939, leading to WW2.
Propaganda/ Censorship

The government had to
ensure that people would
support the war at all
costs. Propaganda posters
were vital for this, many of
which are still famous to
this day. Censorship also
began, with letters to
loved ones opened and
checked that vital
information was not being
given away. Radio and
newspapers often did not
show horrific events for
fear of damaging morale.

Churchill

The Beveridge Report

What state was Britain in
in 1945?
th
On 10 May 1940,
One of the first acts of the The election in 1945 was
Winston Churchill was
new Labour government,
the first to be held in
appointed Prime Minister. led by Clement Attlee, was Britain since a decade
He hated Nazism and had to investigate the state of before. The Conservatives
spoken out against it
the British welfare state
had an aggressive
during the 1930s.
and what improvements
campaign and attacked the
Churchill provided the
could be made. William
Labour party. The public
strong leadership the
Beveridge identified “Five seemed interested in the
people needed during the Evil giants” that Britain
campaign and rallies and
war. He kept up morale
urgently had to address;
speeches attracted huge
with his famous speeches these were Ignorance,
audiences. The result was
and tours of the country.
Want, Squalor, Disease and a landslide victory which
Following the war,
Idleness. The Labour
Labour had not expected.
Churchill called an election government passed several Churchill, the war hero was
and was heavily defeated Acts to tackle these
humiliated and became
by the Labour party.
problems which the
Leader of the Opposition.
country needed to address.

The NHS

Nationalisation

The Beveridge Report had
anticipated a National
Health Service and the
National Health Act was
passed in 1946. Aneurin
Bevan was a key figure in
the founding of the NHS.
The principles of the NHS
were clear; free at the
point of use, including
dental and optical care.
Prescriptions were
included too. Overall
responsibilty of the
system lay with the
Minister Of Health. The
idea was to provide
welfare for Britain ‘from
cradle to grave.’

This is where the
government takes day-today control of the
country’s leading
industries. Labour had
promised this in their
election manifesto.
Nationalisation of the Bank
of England, coal and
power, transport, iron and
steel were all carried out
immediately. These were
to stay in state hands until
the reforms of Margaret
Thatcher in the 1980s.

Why did Labour win the
election of 1945?
Many of the new Labour
cabinet were already
household names having
being part of Churchill’s
War Coalition. Attlee
himself had been
Churchill’s deputy.
Evacuation proved to be an
eye-opener for many
people, seeing the poverty
of other areas which
encouraged change. The
Beveridge Report also
played a key role
persuading people that the
time had now come for a
change.

Reactions to Labour’s
reforms

Were the Labour
governments successful?

The British Medical
Association (BMA) opposed
the changes that Labour
were making. They
believed that they would
lose many of their private
patients who would now
use the NHS for free. They
also resented interference
in their profession.
Doctors did not like the
idea of becoming
government employees, a
compromise was reached
and the NHS was born.

Clement Attlee and his
Labour administration is
often ranked as one of the
successful of the 20th
century for the sheer scale
of change and reach that it
achieved. By 1948, 93% of
the population had signed
up to a GP. However,
within a year, costs had
started to rise and some
charges were made for
dentistry. It is true that
many of the changes put in
place by Attlee are still in
place today.

Why was British industry declining
at the beginning of the twentieth
century?

Following the Wall Street Crash of October 1929, millions lost their life
savings and the Great Depression began. Britain was hit hard as exports
dropped and areas of Britain in the north and west were badly affected.

These industries were
hit by foreign tariffs: a
tax placed on British
goods going IN to other
countries. Britain
suffered badly.

Britain had 4 main
industries at this time:

COAL

TEXTILES

IRON &
STEEL

SHIPS

How did Britain react to the crisis
of the Great Depression?

In times of crisis, British politicians stop their traditional hostilities and
join forces for the good of the country. When all political parties join
together it’s called a National Government. This is what happened in
1931, under the leadership of Labour’s Ramsay MacDonald. His
government had ideas for both short term and long term solutions to the
crisis…

A debate raged on how
to deal with the issue:
Do nothing and wait for
the economy to heal, or
tackle it now with
money and new
schemes.

Short term:
• Cut the pay of all
public workers
(teachers,
nurses, police)
by 10% to ease
spending,
• Raise tax,
• Introduce the
Means Test,
• Take Britain off
the Gold
Standard. (Value
of the pound)

Try this: How significant was the Wall
Street Crash on Britain’s traditional
industries? [12] Use your how-to-guide!

Long Term:
• Import Duties Act (10%
tariff on all imports)
• Ottawa Agreement:
(Commonwealth
countries trade with us at
preferential rates)

How successful was the
National Government?

The National Government tried to help older
industries by encouraging them the merge
or amalgamate so they would stand a better
chance of survival.
The Special Areas Act:
The government would offer grants to
companies of up to £2,000,000 to move
their businesses to areas of the country
where the Depression had particularly badly
hit. It was only a partial success; only 121
companies moved and most were unwilling
to shift their entire operation to a new area.

The National Government’s record on helping
Britain is mixed. Some areas saw relatively
little hardship, such as the Midlands and the
South east and London. Other areas such as
South Wales, Tyneside and Glasgow were
devastated by the Depression. It was actually
World War Two that ‘saved’ Britain.

Not everywhere in
Britain was badly
hit by the
Depression.
Some areas fared
much better than
others. (The
south-east.)

The Dole and the Means Test.

To try and tackle the high cost of unemployment benefit, the government decided to
introduce the Means Test in 1931. After six months on unemployment benefit, people
were placed onto what was known as the ‘dole.’ Before the dole would be paid, people
were subjected to what was known as the Means Test. Houses were inspected and
savings and possessions scrutinised. These checks were carried out by government
inspectors. If households were found to have too many valuable possessions or
savings, they were forced to use or sell these first before the level of dole you would
receive could be determined. Amounts paid varied from area to area.

The Means Test was very unpopular for many
reasons: Many claimed it was more about the
government saving money, rather than helping
people. People hated having an inspector go
through all of their belongings. Some authorities
applied the Means Test very harshly and some
had it stopped altogether if they had too many
possessions.
Source A
The means Test breaks up families. An old age
pensioner would usually live with one of their
children. Under the Means Test they count as a
‘lodger’ and the dole will be cut.
George Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier, 1937

Source B
My wife earns a living as a door-to-door saleswoman
to earn a bit more to top up our dole money. It was a
burden on our relationship. The final blow came
when the means Test was started. My wife told me
to get out as I was living off her and taking the food
she needed.
Unemployed man describing the Means Test.

Try this: How
reliable are
sources A and
B as evidence
of the Means
Test? [6] Use
your how-toguide to help
you answer
this question.

How were people able to cope with
the challenges of the Depression?
In areas such as Cumbria, South Wales and
Scotland unemployment was especially high.

What was the effect?
Poverty and diet

Seebohm Rowntree discovered in the 1930s that 76%
of the population lived below the poverty line. The
average weekly wage was £1.46. 4.5million had a
poor diet.

Women

Women suffered greatly. They were often the first to
be laid off. National Insurance was not paid to them
as they often had not worked. Many women went
without food to give to their children. ‘Make ends
meet.’

Housing

High levels of mortality amongst the poor and poor
housing contributed to the crisis. Overcrowding in the
bigger cities and cutbacks in services did not help
either.

Psychological

The loss of a job meant a loss of pride and wellbeing.
Many felt guilty and lost self esteem and self respect.
The suicide rate increased
This was not
completely a time of
doom and gloom.
People found ways to
escape their hard
lives. Cinema, radio,
sports, music and
dancing were all
enjoyed by the
population during the
years of the
Depression.

The Jarrow Marches

The worst affected town of all during the
Depression was Jarrow in the North east of
England. The local shipyard, Palmer’s
employed almost all of the town and the
businesses around the yard relied on the
trade. It became clear Palmer’s was too
small to build the big liners becoming
fashionable and began to lay off workers.
The people of Jarrow sent deputations to
London to speak to the government but got
a lukewarm response.

Movement from Wales was
high during this time. Not only
did thousands move to the
South East of England in
search of work, emigration
abroad to America also became
popular during the 1930s.

A march was organised to
walk from Jarrow down to
London stopping at town
and villages along the way
to have the locals sign
their petition. The
marches received great
support as they passed
through. The government
though, viewed them with
suspicion, not least as
some of the marchers
were carrying Communist
flags. The Labour party
itself did not support the
marchers, fearing it would
only bring them bad
publicity. Prime Minister
Stanley Baldwin made no
comment when he was
finally handed the petition
when the marchers
arrived.

How successful
were the Jarrow
Marches? [12]
Use your howto-guide for help
on answering
this type of
question.

How did Britain prepare for World
War Two?

Britain declared war on Germany on 3rd September 1939
following the invasion of Poland. There was virtually no
fighting for the next few months in what became known as
the Phoney War. It was only in April 1940 that fighting
really began when Germany invaded Denmark and
Norway. On May 10th Neville Chamberlain resigned and
Churchill became Prime Minister.

On the day Churchill became Prime Minister, Hitler
invaded the Low Countries. By the end of May British
forces had been pushed back to Dunkirk. Facing imminent
disaster, Britain abandoned all armaments, tanks and
weapons at Dunkirk and using ships of all shapes and
sizes evacuated their troops back home. Britain was
humiliated, but it had saved the bulk of its army. On June
21st, France surrendered and Britain now stood alone
against Germany.

The policy of
appeasement, or giving
in to Hitler’s demands
was controversial.

Preparations were ordered to get Britain ready for war.
Armaments production was stepped up, children, teachers
and the disabled were evacuated from the cities and
people encouraged to prepare their houses. Sandbags,
vegetable patches and shelters were constructed as part
of the war effort.
Radar, barrage balloons,
wardens, conscription all
were used during the war. Be
sure you know what each of
the terms refers to and can
talk about them should the
exam question ask for how
Britain prepares for war.

How did Britain cope with the
experiences of War?

The Local Defence Volunteers, later known
as Dad’s Army were recruited to defend the
south coast against Nazi invasion.
Laughably equipped to begin with, Dad’s
Army were later well regarded and respected
for the effort they put in to defending Britain.

The bombing of Britain, known as
the Blitz began after Hitler
abandoned his attempt to invade
Britain in September 1940. He was
trying to force Britain to surrender
by wearing down the morale of the
British people through the
destruction of the cities. Coventry,
Swansea, Liverpool and of course
the east end of London were
ravaged by the Nazis. Thousands
were killed and whole areas of the
cities destroyed. The effect of the
Blitz was a spirit in the British
people that refused to give up hope
or surrender in the face of such
destruction. 3,000,000 homes
across the UK were destroyed.

Air raid shelters could be constructed either
in the home, usually in the cellar or under the
stairs, or in the garden. In London, the
residents commandeered the Underground
stations that were deep enough to hide safely
during the worst of the ongoing bombing
above.

Try this: How successful was Britain in
preparing for World War Two? [12] Use your
how-to-guide to help you answer this.

How did Britain cope with the
experiences of War?

The government was so convinced that the
Nazis would invade Britain that they decided to
evacuate all children, teachers and the disbled
from the big cities. Over the course of a
weekend at the very start of the war, the national
transport system was taken over and the cities
were emptied of children. Children were sent to
the countryside for safety to stay with foster
families. Wales was a popular choice for the
evacuees.
The experience of evacuees varied greatly.
Some were greeted with love and warmth and
enjoyed every moment of their experience. For
others it was a nightmare and they were treated
more as slaves in their foster homes. For the
foster families too, it could be a shock.
Swearing, fighting and unhealthy children turned
up on their doorsteps and caused havoc in the
villages in which they were billeted.
Rationing was also introduced as a fairer system
of distributing the dwindling supply of food, petrol
and clothes left in the country.. Families were
given ration books with set amounts of what they
could have each week.

Naturally some were unhappy with
rationing and a Black Market developed in
which you could acquire restricted goods.
There were also heavy penalties for
households that were found to be
hoarding goods in times of war and
several prosecutions were made.

How important was it to maintain
people’s morale during the war?
The government initiated its own form of censorship
during the war, creating posters to maintain good morale
amongst the people. Newspapers were carefully
monitored and censorship was started. Letters to loved
ones abroad were opened and checked to see if they
contained secret information that could be damaging for
Britain’s prospects. Although severe, it was seen as
necessary to ensure Britain stayed safe.

Try this: How
significant was the
role of women
during the war?
[12] Use your
how-to-guide on
this!

Cinema and radio were vital during the war to
maintain morale and keep the population
informed of the latest developments.
Newsreaders were greatly trusted at this time.
Cinema provided a welcome relief from the
horrors of the war, and by 1945, 1600 million
cinema tickets had been sold. Many of the
movie stars were enlisted to boost the morale
of the troops and those left at home.

With the men going off to
war, the country would again
depend on women to go into
the factories and industry to
keep the country running.
They were also encouraged
to join the armed forces too.
The WRNS, WAAFs and
ATS provided women with an
opportunity to serve their
country albeit as drivers,
mechanics and code
breakers. The Women’s
Voluntary Service (WVS)
also provided invaluable
assistance to Britain when
she faced her greatest peril
from the Nazis.

How difficult were conditions in
Britain in 1945?

The role of Churchill cannot be overstated during the
war. Charismatic, brave and often taking huge risks,
he was the best person to lead the country at the time.
His iconic speeches, even in Britain’s darkest days
were seen as a beacon of hope to never surrender and
to fight on. Churchill forged a close relationship with
King George VI and the two remained resolute that
Britain would never give in.

What was Britain like after the War?

By 1945,
Britain was
exhausted,
tired and
bankrupt. Still
world No.1 for
now….

Millions of
soldiers were
demobilised
and needed
back in work.
It took many
months to
bring them
home.

Parts of
many of
the big
cities in
Britain had
been
totally
destroyed.

By 1945 there had not been an election in Britain for ten
years. After the war, Churchill went to the country
expecting a resounding victory. It soon became apparent
that the country was ready for a fresh start under the
Labour party, led by Clement Attlee. A series of mistakes
by Churchill, such as comparing Labour to the Nazi
Gestapo jarred with the public and Churchill was crushed
on election day, despite everything he had done. The
Labour party was swept into power on a manifesto of
change that is still felt in Britain today.

How did Labour deal with the
problems of the time?

There are many reasons why Labour won the General
Election of 1945. Many were ready for a change, and
Churchill had made some bad mistakes during the
campaign. Also significant was the wartime experiences of
most Britons. People were also used to Labour politicians,
who had been effective during the war. Labour had also
promised to fulfill the Beveridge Report in full if they won the
election, whereas the Conservatives said they “would try and
fulfill it.”

As the war was drawing to a close, William
Beveridge was asked to draw up a report on
how Britain should look in the future. He
concluded Britain suffered from 5 evil giants:
Ignorance, Want, Squalor, Disease and
Idleness.

Conservatives wanted to enact only
parts of the report, whereas Labour
pledged to enact all of it.

So to tackle the 5 evil giants…..
Ignorance:
1944 Education Act, raising school leaving
age to 14.
Want:
Family Allowance Act 1945, and 1946
National Insurance Act.
Squalor:
New Towns Act 1946, 1,000,000 new
homes built.
Idleness:
Labour promised to maintain high levels of
employment.
Disease:
The creation of the NHS.

The National Health Service

Before 1945, just under half of the population
was covered for health costs by a
complicated series of insurance schemes.
For most, becoming sick could be costly and
indeed deadly. A trial run of nationalised
service was attempted during the war and
was run efficiently and effectively.

The Beveridge Report had anticipated a national health service and an act was
passed in 1946. Aneurin Bevan was the leading figure in the cause and Britain’s first
Secretary of State for Health. The 1946 act declared that the new NHS would be free
for all, with medicines, dental care and opticians included. The existing local
hospitals were to be brought under the umbrella of a national service. All GPs,
dentists and chemists would also be brought under the new Ministry’s control.
The doctors strongly opposed the NHS as they feared there would be no more private
patients and didn’t want the government controlling health. Bevan eventually
promised generous financial incentives to join. By 1948, an incredible 93% of the
population had a doctor and Britons flooded into the new hospitals for treatments, all
entirely free and still enjoyed by Britons today.

The creation of the
NHS was delayed as
the BMA (British
Medical Association)
did not like the idea
of central
government control
or losing their rich
clients. Bevan said
he “stuffed their
mouths with gold.”

Try this: How significant was the
creation of the NHS in 1948?
[12] Use your how-to-guide.

How did the Labour government
deal with Britain’s problems?

Education:
The 1944 Education Act created a
Ministry of Education to oversee all
schools and divided education up into
primary, secondary and further
education. Education was to be made
free for everyone up to 14 years old (15
in 1947)
Homes:
In the immediate aftermath of the war
millions of homes were destroyed. Prefabricated houses were erected until new
homes could be built. Between 1945 and
1951 one million new houses were built,
an extraordinary achievement by the new
Labour government. In addition, over 20
new towns were created.

To achieve its goal of full employment,
the government embarked on a radical
idea of Nationalisation. The idea was
to take back into state ownership many
of the key industries that Britain relied
upon and ensure people had jobs.
Coal, steel, gas, electric, water, rail and
the Bank of England were all brought
under state control. Indeed anything
with the prefix “British” as in British Gas,
British Steel, British Airways, British
Telecom were all once owned by the
state.
This idea of nationalisation was kept
until the 1980s when Mrs Thatcher
privatised all of the old state industries.

Without any hesitation, the Labour government of
1945-51 can be considered a stunning success.
The changes it introduced are still enjoyed by
British people today, in everything from health
and education. It was a radical, reforming
government like no other and deserves the credit
for fully implementing the recommendations of
the Beveridge Report.
However, by 1950, many of the Labour
government ministers were old and exhausted
and the government quickly collapsed following a
poor showing in the election of 1950. This
ushered in the return of Churchill and the
Conservatives and Labour stayed out of power
for the next 13 years.

