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Question styles for the examsé.

America: (1 hour)

1) Use source A and your own knowledge toé[6]

2) Describeéé[8]

3) What was the purpose of Source B? [8]

4) Which of the sources is more useful to an historian 

studyingé..[12]

5) Wasé..(Essay) [16+3]

Crime and Punishment: (1 hour 15 mins)

1) Complete the sentences below with an accurate 

termé[4]

2) Use Sources A, B and C to identify one similarity and 

one difference iné..[4]

3) Describeé..[6]

4) Describeé[6]

5) Explain whyé..(PEEL) [12]

6) Explain whyé.(PEEL) [12]

7) To what extenté..(Essay) [16+4]

Depression, War and Recovery: (1 hour)

1) What can be learnt from Sources A and B about. [4]

2) To what extent does the source accurately explain.[6]

3) Why wasé..[12]

4) Explain the connections between three of the 

followingé[12]

5) How far do you agree with the interpretation of? [16+3]
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Immigration Immigration Xenophobia/Red 
Scare/Palmer raids

Sacco and Vanzetti

40 million people 
moved to America 
between 1850 and 
1914.  Various PUSH 
factors pushed people 
away, such as low paid 
jobs, persecution and 
poor conditions.  PULL 
factors to the USA 
included a better life, 
freedom and more 
opportunities.  New 
immigrants would 
arrive on Ellis Island 
(The Island of Tears) to 
undergo literacy and 
health tests to 
determine entry.   

America has often been 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψŀ ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǘΩ ƻŦ 
religions, races and 
creeds. By the early 
1920s the US 
government started to 
limit the number of 
people allowed in.  The 
Immigration Quota Law 
of 1921 reduced the 
number allowed in to 
350,000 in 1921, then 
150,000 in 1929.  
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ΨƻǇŜƴ ŘƻƻǊΩ 
was beginning to shut.  
The Literature Test,
introduced in 1917 also 
restricted immigration 
in to the country.

Fear of newcomers 
build, particularly with 
ǘƘŜ ΨwŜŘ {ŎŀǊŜΩ ƻŦ 
Communists.  
Communism went 
against everything 
America believed in; 
capitalism and freedom.  
A series of bombings by 
anarchists increased 
tensions.  Mitchell 
Palmer organised raids 
to arrest suspected 
Communists.  6000 
were arrested and 
several hundred 
deported back to Russia.

Sacco and Vanzetti were 
arrested following a 
robbery at a factory in 
which two people were 
killed.  Sacco and 
Vanzetti were put on 
trial and found guilty 
despite flimsy evidence 
against them.  Neither 
of them spoke English 
very well, and there 
were demonstrations all 
over the USA supporting 
them.  Both were 
executed by electric 
chair in August 1927.  
Both were pardoned
many decades later.

The Bible 
Belt/Fundamentalism

The Monkey Trial Native Americans Segregation/Jim Crow 
Laws

Most Americans of the 
south-eastern states 
were very religious.  
This area known as the 
Ω.ƛōƭŜ .ŜƭǘΩ ŘƛǎƭƛƪŜŘ 
provocative clothes, 
gambling and dancing.  
They believed the bible 
to be literally true, 
especially in the area of 
evolution.

Tennessee made it 
illegal to teach anything 
other than God having 
created the Earth.  
Teacher John Scopes 
decided to test the law 
and taught his students 
about Darwin and 
evolution.  The trial was 
a sensation, Scopes was 
found guilty.  However, 
it showed America how 
ignorant some of the 
southern states could 
be.

At the beginning of the 
twentieth century, 
Native Americans had 
been placed on 
reservations.  This final 
granted rights to 
ΨLƴŘƛŀƴǎΦΩ !ǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ 
convert Native 
Americans to 
Christianity and wipe 
out their culture by 
forcing them into state 
schools were attempted 
but later abandoned. 

Any law that controls 
the freedom of black 
Americans was known 
ŀǎ ŀ ΨWƛƳ /Ǌƻǿ [ŀǿΦΩ  
Blacks were segregated 
in schools, parks and 
hospitals.  Black 
Americans found that 
racism and lynching was 
to become part of 
everyday life.  



KKK Black 
reaction/migration

NAACP and UNIA Prohibition

Set up in the 1860s by 
white supremacists 
(WASPS), the idea of the 
Ku Klux Klan was to 
terrorise Blacks and keep 
them in their place.  The 
KKK targeted 
Communists, Jews, 
Catholics and foreigners 
too.  Little was done 
about them given the 
police were often 
members.  Their numbers 
collapsed following a 
murder trial in which 
their activities were 
revealed in court.

Living in poverty and 
constant fear of attack, 
many Black Americans 
moved north.  Over 1 
million moved in this 
ΨDǊŜŀǘ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƴƻǊǘƘΦ  
However, conditions were 
not that much better.  
They were given the worst 
jobs and housing.  Yet 
they were away from the 
worst excesses of the Klan 
down south.

Groups set up to defend 
the black community such 
as the NAACP (National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured 
People) flourished.  They 
worked hard to provide 
basic rights for black 
people such as voting.  
They often represented 
poorer black people in 
court.  They are still active 
in America today.

During the 19th Century 
there were many groups, 
particularly the Anti-
Saloon League who 
supported the idea of 
banning alcohol in the 
USA.  Many industrialists 
and religious groups saw 
alcohol as evil and as 
WW1 drew to a close 
President Wilson banned 
alcohol. Remarkably, 
there was very little 
opposition.

Al Capone and the 
Gangsters

President Harding and 
1920s Corruption              

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
position in 1910

Impact of World War One
1914 - 1918 

Gangsters existed before 
prohibition, but in the 
1920s, their power 
increased rapidly.  
Capone joined Johnny 
¢ƻǊǊƛƻΩǎChicago gang, 
rising to take over.  Killing 
rivals and making a 
fortune from 
ΨōƻƻǘƭŜƎƎƛƴƎΩ /ŀǇƻƴŜ 
became both feared and 
celebrated.  Capone was 
brought down on tax 
evasion charges.

President Harding and his 
ΨhƘƛƻ DŀƴƎΩ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
brought corruption to 
government itself.  
Leasing lucrative oil field 
to his friends the Tea Pot 
Dome Scandal damaged 
the reputation of 
government.  Albert Fall 
and other officials were 
jailed for their part.  
Secretly drinking alcohol 
himself in the White 
House, Harding did not 
help with this image.

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ began 
to boom during and after 
the War, but beforehand, 
the government 
recognised the potential 
America had: plenty of 
raw materials, a cheap 
labour force and plenty of 
entrepreneurs coming up 
with new ideas to 
revolutionise the lives of 
ordinary Americans.  

America did not enter the 
War until close to the end 
in 1917, by which time it 
was making a fortune 
selling weapons and 
materials to her allies in 
Europe.  Many countries 
borrowed huge amounts 
of money from America, 
and before long America 
would be leading the 
world in banking, industry 
and mechanisation.



Hire
purchase/electrification 

Mass production/laissez 
faire

Individualism/Protectioni
sm

Over-production/falling 
consumer demand

The 1920s saw a boom 
and everyone wanted 
the very latest gadgets 
and products.  This led to 
a surge in credit and hire 
purchase where 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ψōǳȅ 
ƴƻǿΣ Ǉŀȅ ƭŀǘŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ 
goods.  The spread of 
electricity into most 
homes and factories 
fuelled a rise in new 
appliances for the home.

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ΨƭŀƛǎǎŜȊ-ŦŀƛǊŜΩ 
όƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ΨƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΩύ 
spread under Presidents 
Harding and Coolidge.  
This was the idea that 
government should only 
have minimal 
interference in the lives 
of people.  Making goods 
much quicker by passing 
along a production line 
sped up the time it took 
to make goods

Republican presidents 
believed that people 
achieved success through 
their own hard work and 
the government should 
not interfere in daily lives.  
In order to protect 
American products, 
tariffs, or taxes, were 
added to goods coming in 
to America.  This 
encouraged people to 
buy American to secure 
jobs.

Advertising played a big 
part in the success on 
American goods, however 
it was clear that far too 
many goods were being 
produced and not being 
sold.  This led to the 
companies such as Ford 
to lay off workers.  The 
signs that there was 
trouble ahead for the 
economy were there and 
soon panic would spread.

Boom in land 
values/over-speculation

Wall Street Crash Panic selling/Black 
Thursday

Silent movies

The price of land and 
houses rose quickly in 
the 1920s and people 
borrowed heavily to buy 
a home.  The same 
occurred with stocks and 
shares, people borrowed 
to invest in shares.  
Throughout the 1920s 
prices and values rose 
and everyone made 
money.  However, if 
prices were to fall, or 
worse, collapse it would 
be a disaster for these 
borrowers.

Some people believed 
that the share prices in 
America had reached 
their limit and wisely sold 
their shares in the 
summer of 1929.  By 
October, this led to a 
panic in selling shares and 
millions of Americans lost 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǊŀǎƘΦΩ 
The market seemed to 
recover after a few days, 
but worse was to come.

President Hoover assured 
investors there was 
nothing to worry about 
and urged people to stay 
calm.  In fact, the 
opposite happened and 
ƻƴ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΩ мо 
million shares were sold, 
most for a fraction of the 
price that had been paid 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΩ 
followed with shares 
losing all value.  Suicide 
numbers rise. 

Up until 1927, all movies 
were silent.  There were 
words to read on the 
screen and a piano was 
played in the cinema.  
Cinema became wildly 
popular with millions 
each week going to see 
their favourite stars and 
copy their style.  Charlie 
Chaplin and Clara Bow 
were megastars who 
earned a fortune from 
the silver screen.



Popularity of cinema Talkies Jazz/Radio Dancing/speakeasy 
culture

Millions of people 
would have visited the 
cinema every week.  
This was a chance to 
escape their lives and 
copy the styles of the 
most famous stars of 
the day.  Tickets were 
cheap and comedies, 
adventure and war films 
were all popular.  The 
Hays Code placed strict 
rules on film makers on 
ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
be shown.

The advent of the talking 
movies in 1927 was a 
revolution.  The first film 
ǿŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ WŀȊȊ {ƛƴƎŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ 
millions went to see it.  
From then on, most 
movies switched to 
speaking roles and the 
silent era faded.  For 
many stars with strong 
accents or unusual 
voices, their careers 
were destroyed by the 
advent of sound. 

The most popular music 
of the age was jazz.  The 
distinctive beat and 
rhythm was hugely 
popular with the young 
and flappers.  Duke 
Ellington and Louis 
Armstrong became 
major stars.  Radio 
spread too, with cheap 
wireless sets.  People 
could hear music, news 
and entertainment from 
the comfort of their own 
homes.

One of the biggest crazes 
of the age was dancing, 
particularly the 
Charleston; a fast, 
energetic dance.  Clubs 
were full of youngsters 
eager to show off the 
new craze.  With the 
advent of prohibition, 
speakeasies, (secret 
pubs in basements) 
spread quickly.  The only 
way for the poorer 
classes to gain access to 
alcohol for this era.

Role of women pre-war Impact of war on 
women

Changing 
attitudes/influences Flappers/Opposition

Before the war, women 
were expected to 
behave and dress in a 
certain way.  Smoking 
or drinking in public was 
rare and divorce or sex 
before marriage 
unthinkable.  Women 
were expected to stay 
at home to look after 
the family too.  Dress 
was very conservative, 
with most of the body 
covered and hair tied 
up.  All of this was to 
change with the war.

The war had a dramatic 
effect on women.  As 
men were drafted into 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
women took their place 
in the workplace.  For 
many this new found 
freedom was a 
revelation.  Women 
proved they could do the 
job as well, if not better 
than men.  By way of 
reward, women were 
given the right to vote in 
1920, greatly increasing 
their influence after the 
Americans entered the 
War in 1917.

Following the right to 
vote, further changes 
occurred.  The number 
of women attending 
university increased, yet 
pay and conditions 
stayed resolutely stuck 
in the past.  The 
Supreme Court offered 
little or no help to 
advance the cause of 
women.  Fashion and 
culture improved 
dramatically, but basic 
rights remained poor.

Women became more 
determined to be 
independent in their 
lives and nothing better 
illustrated this than the 
flappers.  Young, 
confident girls wore 
their hair short, smoked 
and drank in public and 
wore revealing clothes.  
The older generations 
and the Anti-Flirt League 
were outraged by their 
behaviour, but they had 
little effect.



How important? What impact?

Extremely Radical

Major Significant

Substantial Considerable

Somewhat Partial

Minor Little

Irrelevant Not at all

America 1910 - 29
Essay questions (16=3)
Here is one example question for each of the topics you study. Remember to 
use your knowledge. DonΩt simply agree or disagree. 
This is an essay question in which you consider a range of different 
factors/causes. Be prepared for the key factor to discuss to change on the 
day of the exam.

How to answer
ÅYou need a two sided answer which has balance and good support
ÅStart by discussing the key issue identified in the question. Use your 
knowledge to explain why this factor is important
ÅConsider a counter -argument. You need to cover a range of other factors; 
are they more or less important than the factor in the question?
ÅSupport each factor with relevant factual detail.
ÅConclude your answer with a link back to the question and provide a 
judgement . How important is the given factor when compared with other 
factors?
ÅWrite in paragraphs. Check your answer for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.   

An easy way to remember is:
ÅFactor in the question and why it is important
ÅOther factors (why they are important and whether they are more or 
less important than the one in the question + why?)
ÅConclusion (answer the question)



Possible essay questions

Immigration

Was the fear of Communism the most important reason for 
the restrictions on immigration to the USA in the 1920s?

¶ Fear of Communism e.g Russian immigrants bringing 
Communist ideas into the country following the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. The Communists in Russia had 
overthrown their ruler the Tsar and taken control of the 
whole country. There was a fear that immigrants brought 
Communist beliefs with them. Xenophobia. The Red Scare 
ðdescribe what it was eg. The bombing of the home of 
Mitchell Palmer, the Attorney General. The press 
whipped up public feeling against anarchists. 

¶ Fear that ônew immigrantsõ would take their jobs and 
work for low wages, pushing wages down. (More or less 
important that fear of Communism?)

¶ They lived together with people from their own countries 
and ghettoes developed. They were blamed for increases 
in crime, drunkenness and prostitution. (More or less 
important that fear of Communism?)

¶ Fear of German immigrants during the First World War 
(1914-1918). (More or less important that fear of 
Communism?)

Conclusion

Was the fear of Communism the most important reason for 
the restrictions on immigration to the USA in the 1920s?



Religion and race

Were the Jim Crow Laws the worst examples of intolerance in the USA between 
1910-1929?

¶ Jim Crow Laws 

¶ Segregation in the South and discrimination in the North . (More or less worse 
than the Jim Crow Laws?)

¶ The KKK (More or less worse than the Jim Crow Laws?)

¶ Religious intolerance ðreligious intolerance and the Bible Belt; the Monkey Trial 
(More or less worse than the Jim Crow Laws?)

¶ The treatment of Native Americans (More or less worse than the Jim Crow 
Laws?)

Conclusion ðanswer the question !

Was racism the main problem facing the American people during this period?

¶ There was an increase in racism in the 1920s.
¶ Growing concern over immigration such as the Red Scare (more or less of a 

problem than racism?)
¶ Growing membership of the KKK in the Southern States (more or less of a 

problem than racism?)
¶ Tension in the northern cities (more or less of a problem than racism?)
¶ Ill treatment of the Native Americans (more or less of a problem than 

racism?)
¶ Alludes to other problems but does not develop them such as violence and illegal 

drinking. (more or less of a problem than racism?)

Conclusion ðanswer the question!

Â Racism was a major problem especially in the southern states and the industrial 
cities of the north BUT there were other problems such as abuse of prohibition 
laws, growth of gangsterism and violent crime and corruption, immigration and 
the Red Scare.



Crime and corruption

Was organised crime the biggest problem facing American society 
during the 1920s?

¶ Organised crime during Prohibition ðgrowth of criminal gangs, 
Prohibition, examples of criminal activities (speakeasies, 
bootlegging, rackets such as protection, prostitution, illegal 
lotteries) problems enforcing Prohibition/policing it, Al Capone, St 
Valentineõs Day massacre, the public seeing gangsters as glamorous 
and public dislike of Prohibition

¶ Corruption ðthe Ohio Gang, the Teapot Dome Scandal (more or less 
of a problem than organised crime?)

Conclusion ðanswer the question!

Economic boom

Were the policies of the Republican governments of the 1920s the most 
important reason for the economic boom in the USA?

¶ Policies of Republican Presidents
¶ Natural resources (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Cheap labour force (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Impact of the FWW (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Spread of electricity (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Technological change (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Consumerism (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Credit (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ Confidence (More or less important than the policies?)
¶ The growth of the stock market and speculation (More or less 

important than the policies?)

Conclusion ðanswer the question!



The end of prosperity

Was the panic selling of shares the main reason for the end of the 
economic boom of the 1920s?

¶ Panic selling of shares
¶ Over - production in industry and over production in agriculture 

(more or less important than panic selling?)
¶ European countries had introduced tariffs on imported goods 

(more or less important than panic selling?)
¶ European countries found it difficult to repay debts to US banks 

and too many small banks (more or less important than panic 
selling?)

¶ House prices had collapsed after 1926 (more or less important 
than panic selling?)

¶ Over speculation on the stock market (more or less important 
than panic selling?)

¶ Cheap credit (more or less important than panic selling?)
¶ Loss of confidence (more or less important than panic selling?)

Conclusion ðanswer the question!

Popular entertainment/culture

Was the radio the most important change in popular entertainment 
during the 1920s?

¶ Radio
¶ Cinema ðsilent movies, different types of films, cheap cost of 

tickets, viewing figures, escapism, movie stars, talkies etc (more or 
less important than the radio?)

¶ Spread and development of organised sport (more or less 
important than the radio?)

¶ Jazz music ðfrom the Deep South, examples of famous musicians 
and singers (more or less important than the radio?)

¶ Gramophones (more or less important than the radio?)
¶ Speakeasy culture (more or less important than the radio?)

Conclusion ðanswer the question!



Example frame

If you have time to write a brief introduction on the issue do so.

State if the given factor is the most important one and write about it 
using your knowledge of it. State how important it is.

Then if it is not the most important one state which one is. Use your 
knowledge to write about it. Why is it more important?

Then write more paragraphs considering other factors and state how 
important each one is compared to the given factor e.g less important 
than/not the main reason.

Write a conclusion using the wording of the question e.g. fear of 
Communism was the most important reason for the limiting of 
immigration and explain why.

To reach the top marks you need to rank the factors/causes for 
importance, this is done by using the coloured words on the first 
page.



Part 1:

America:  A Nation of Contrasts.

The exam will be 1 hour long.  Ideally you should aim to spend as many 

minutes on each question as itôs worth in points.  Be prepared for any 

topic to appear in the exam.  You need to have good knowledge and 

understanding of everything you have studied.

The Statue of Liberty 
welcomed immigrants 
to America.  The base 
of the statue has an 
inscription that reads: 
άDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ 
your poor yearning to 
ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜΦέ

9ƭƭƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άLǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
¢ŜŀǊǎέ

Why did immigration become such a major 

issue in American society?

The USA is a multicultural and multiracial 

society.  This is a result of successive waves 

of immigrants who mainly came from Europe.  

By 1919, over 40,000,000 immigrants had 

arrived.  The USA became a ómelting potô of 

different races, religions and languages.  

Entry into America was easy and everyone, 

no matter what their background were 

welcome.



Why did people want to move to the 

USA?

Push Factors Pull Factors

Overcrowding:Many 
European countries were 
overcrowded. (Ireland)

Space: Americahad plenty 
of farm space and growing 
cities.

Lack of opportunity: Europe 
was class based.  It was 
difficult for poor people to 
improve their position.

Economic: American 
businesses and industries 
led the world.

Persecution: Many people 
were persecuted in Europe 
for their politicalor religious 
beliefs. (Pogrom)

Land of the Free: The Bill of 
Rights guaranteed freedom 
of religion, speechand 
press. 

Unemployment: Many 
workers in Europe found 
themselves out of work

Wages: Wages were higher 
in America than in Europe.

Wages:Pay and conditions 
in Europewere poor.

Natural Resources:  America 
had plenty of oil, timber and 
minerals.

There were many different reasons why people wanted to move to America.  

These can be grouped into push and pull factors.  Think of it as reasons that 

you would be pushed out of your home country, and reasons why America 

would pull you in.  Below are listed some of the push and pull factors that 

led to many Europeans moving to America. 

Try this:  Describe the reasons why so many 
Europeans emigrated to America in the early 
twentieth century.  [8] Look at Question 2of 
your how-to-guide.



What happened at Ellis Island?

Å Most immigrants arrived by sea,

Å More than 70% of immigrants arrived 

through Ellis Island.

Å 5,000 people a day would pass through 

immigration,

Å The processing involved medical and 

legal examinations.

Å The process took between 3 and 5 

hours,

Å If you were refused entry, you were 

sent on the next ship home, hence the 

term óIsland of Tears.ô

Why did the 
US pass acts 
to limit 
immigrants?

Quota Quota

1921 1924

Britain 77,342 62,574

Germany 75,342 52,012

E. Europe 63,191 10,902

Italy 42,957 3,845

Try this:  Use Source A above and your 

own knowledge to explain how the 

Immigration Acts of the 1920s restricted 

entry into the USA. [6] Use your how-to-

guide for help on Question 1.

As the number of immigrants 

began to rise, many began to 

resent the Open Door Policy.  

This fear stems from:

Å A fear of communism,

Å Many were poor and 

illiterate,

Å People thought they were 

taking all the jobs,

Å WW1 meant Germans 

were hated in the USA.



How did America restrict 

immigrants?

The Literacy Test ς1917
Immigrants had to pass a 
series of tests to prove they 
could read and write.  Many 
poorer immigrants had no 
education, so could not pass 
the test.

The Emergency Quota 

Act ï1921

Set a limit of 357,000 

immigrants per year.  

Reduced the number of 

immigrants from Eastern 

Europe.

The National Origins Act 

1924

The number of immigrants 

reduces to 150,000 a year.  

Deliberately designed to pick 

on people from Eastern 

Europe.

Immigration Act 1929

Banned all Asian immigrants.  

Western Europe allocated 

85% of places.  By 1930 

immigration from China, 

Japan and eastern Europe 

had ceased.



The growth of Xenophobia in the USA

Many Americans were alarmed by the events of the Bolshevik 

Revolution in Russia in 1917.  This led to a Communist 

government in Russia.  In Germany, Communists had tried to 

take power in 1918.  

The growth of the Communist party in the USA together with a 

flood of immigrants from eastern Europe convinced many 

Americans that a similar revolution was possible in America.  

There was an increased fear of foreigners, known as 

xenophobia.  Americans believed new political ideas like 

anarchism (a disregard for the established order) and 

radicalism were just as serious as communism.  

The Red Scare was strengthened by industrial unrest in 1919-

1920.  In September 1920, a bomb exploded on Wall Street 

killing 38 people.  

The Palmer Raids:

In 1918, the home of US Attorney General Mitchell Palmer was 

bombed.  Another bomb in a church killed 10 people, and it was 

quickly discovered that anarchists had carried out the attacks.  

Mitchell Palmer organised a series of raids against left-wing 

groups and 6,000 suspects were arrested.  Most of them were 

Jews, Blacks, Catholics and trade unionists.  They were a reaction 

to this imaginary threat and most were released and the Red 

Scare subsided.

Strikes:

There were 3,000 strikes in 1919.  

Many wanted better pay and working 

conditions.  But many Americans saw 

the strikes as the start of a 

Communist revolution.  A General 

Strike in Seattle caused even more 

problems.  The press made the 

strikers out to be communists and 

foreigners.



The Case of Sacco and Vanzetti

Å Two Italian anarchist immigrants;

Å Their treatment was typical of the Red Scare hysteria;

Å On 5th May, 1920, they were arrested for carrying out a robbery on a 

factory in Massachusetts.  The manager of the factory described the 

attackers as ñforeigners with olive skinò before he died.

Å Public opinion was against them because of their background and 

political beliefs;

Å The trial opened in May 1921, and lasted 45 days.  The evidence 

against them was poor.  107 people even swore that they were 

somewhere else at the time of the robbery.

Å The Judge (Thayer) was determined to find them guilty;

Å They were convicted and sentenced to death;

Å They were executed in the electric chair in 1927.

It was reported all over the 

world and showed how 

intolerant America was 

becoming.

It exposed the 

unfairness of the 

American legal system.

In 1970, Sacco and 

Vanzetti were finally 

pardoned by the 

Governor.



The Bible Belt is located 

in the southern states of 

the USA.  These people 

are profoundly religious 

and believe that 

everything in the bible is 

true.

Was America a country of religious 

and racial tolerance?

From 1910, there was a growing divide 

between the more traditional rural areas 

and the new modern cities.  

Rural areas had many religious 

fundamentalists.  These were people 

who believed the bible word for word and 

criticised the lifestyle of people in the cities 

like flappers and jazz singers.

The Bible Belt was located in the south of 

the USA.

Laws were passed to keep evil out of city 

life.  Indecent bathing suits, gambling and 

drinking alcohol was all discouraged.



The Monkey Trial

In 1925, six US states had banned the teaching of Darwinôs theory of 

evolution in science lessons.  They rejected Darwinôs ideas that humans had 

evolved from monkeys and apes.  Science teacher John Scopes decided to 

test the law and taught a lesson to his Year 10 on Charles Darwin.  He was 

put on trial in 1925 in Tennessee.  The case became known as the óMonkey 

Trial.ô  The trial received national media attention and was broadcast on the 

radio.  Mr Scopes was defended by Clarence Darrow, and faced the 

prosecution, led by William Jennings Bryan.

Scopes was found guilty of breaking the anti-evolution 

law and fined $100.  The trial did much to highlight the 

ideas of fundamentalists.  The debate between science 

and religion had been exposed.  Many Americans turned 

against fundamentalist views and were put off by William 

Jennings Bryan.  People thought that fundamentalism 

was trying to stop peopleôs freedom.

Try this:  Why was Source B produced? [8]

Use your how-to-guide to find out how to answer 

this question properly.  



How were native Americans treated?

1924: Native Americans 

granted US citizenship.  

They could vote and 

granted protection of the 

law.

Men were made to 

cut their hair and 

women couldnôt paint 

their faces.

Children were sent 

to boarding schools 

where they were 

taught the lifestyles 

of white people

Missionaries tried 

to convert them to 

Christianity

They were forced to live on 

reservations.  But the land was poor 

and there was not enough game to 

hunt.

In 1928, the Meriam

Report 

recommended that 

native Americans be 

provided with the 

skills to survive in 

urban society.



Segregation and Jim Crow Laws

Jim Crow Laws were ANY laws that 

discriminate or pick on the Blacks of 

the USA. 

By 1900, 12,000,000 black people lived in the USA.  75% of these people 

lived in the South.  Few people had the right to vote.  Jim Crow Laws enforced 

segregation.  Black people were prevented from having access to the same 

facilities as white people.  Cinemas, hairdressers, parks and buses were all 

segregated.  They were óseparate but equalô facilities.

Many black people left the south and migrated north to Chicago and New York 

in search of better jobs and conditions.  This was called the óGreat Migration.ô

Black people did not benefit from the boom of the 1920s.  They were still seen 

as second class citizens.  Conditions were not great, but at least they were 

away from the Ku Klux Klan in the south.

Try this:  Describe how blacks were treated 

in the 1920s. [8]   Use your how-to-guide for 

help on how to answer this question.



The Ku Klux Klan

The Ku Klux Klan were a white supremacy terrorist movement who used 

violence to intimidate black Americans.

In the 1920s, their membership grew quickly, up to 5,000,000.

The KKK was strongest in the Midwest and the South where working class 

whites competed with black people for unskilled jobs after WW1.

They discriminated against Black people, Jews, Catholics, Mexicans and 

Communists.

Only WASPS (White Anglo-Saxon Protestants) could join.

The KKK used parades, beatings, lynching and other violent methods to 

intimidate black people..

Dressed in white to conceal their identity.  Burning crosses became a 

symbol of impending attack and their night time meetings.

In 1922, their leader was Hiram Wesley Evans,  the óImperial Wizard.ô



Ku Klux Klan continuedé.

ñThere are three great racial ideas which 

must be used to build a great America: loyalty 

to the white race, to the traditions of America 

and to the spirit of protestantism.  The 

pioneer stock must be kept pure.  The white 

race must be supreme not only I America but 

in the whole world.  The Klan believes the 

negroes are a special problem.  Protestants 

must be supreme.  The Roman Catholic 

Church is un-American and usually anti-

American.ò

Hiram Wesley Evans, speaking in 1924.

Try this: Describe the treatment 

of Native Americans in the USA 

in the 1920s. [8] Use your how-

to-guide for help on answering 

this question.

It was hard to tackle the Klan.  

Often the police, judges and 

teachers were all involved in 

their activities.

The Klan only began to decline 

after the trial of David 

Stephenson, accused of raping 

a woman on a train.

In court he revealed the extent 

of the Klanôs violence and this 

shocked America.

Membership collapsed and by 

1928, the KKK only had a few 

hundred thousand members.



How did the Black population fight back?

The Black Renaissance:

Å Black culture and pride flourishes in 

many cities;

Å Harlem in New York became a centre

of art;

Å Black music and theatre attract big 

audiences;

Å Jazz, soul and blues;

Å Louis Armstrong gained fame.

The NAACP: (National 

Association for the 

Advancement of Coloured

People.)

Å Led by W E Dubois

Å Challenged white 

supremacy

ÅMajor campaign against 

lynching

ÅWanted equal rights for all.

UNIA: Universal Negro Improvement 

Association.

Å Blacks should have pride in their 

colour, culture and history;

ÅWanted to establish close links 

with Africa ïñBack to Africaò

Å Led by Marcus Garvey



Was the 1920s a decade of organised

crime and corruption?

Prohibition

What was prohibition? Prohibition was the period of time 

between January 1920 and December 1935 when it was illegal to 

make, sell or transport alcoholic drinks in the USA.

The Volstead Act:

The act that 

defined 

intoxicating liquor 

as anything 

containing more 

than 0.5% alcohol.

Why did America introduce prohibition?

* During the 1800s, TEMPERENCE, or not 

drinking alcohol was common in rural areas, 

especially amongst Christians;

ÅSome movements were so strong they 

managed to persuade local government to 

ban the sale of alcohol.  The Anti-Saloon 

League was one of the most powerful of 

these movements.

ÅThese groups blamed alcohol for sin and evil 

in American society like gambling and 

domestic abuse.  

Å It became a big issue in American politics.  

Politicians had to explain what they thought of 

prohibition and could lose votes if they said 

they didnôt want alcohol banned.  

Å In July 1919, it became illegal to make, sell or 

transport óintoxicating liquor.ô  But it didnôt 

explain what óintoxicating liquorô was.

ÅThe government hired between 1500 and 

2500 agents for the WHOLE of the United 

States to try and enforce prohibition.

Try this:  Describe why prohibition was 

introduced in America in the 1920s.  Use your 

how-to-guide to help you answer this 

question.



Why did prohibition fail?

Why did      

prohibition fail?

Speakeasies:

These were illegal 

saloons, often in a cellar 

with a sectret knock to get 

in.  There were more 

speakeasies than there 

were saloons.  In New 

York in 1930, there were 

30,000 speakeasies.

Bootleggers:

Bootleggers 

smuggled illegal 

supplies into the 

cities from Mexico 

and Canada.

Bootleggers 

became very rich.

Moonshine was 

brewed illegally at 

home.

Organised Crime: 

(Gangsters)

Gangsters such as Al 

Capone made a fortune 

supplying speakeasies with 

illegal alcohol.  This led to 

violence between rival 

gangs to gain control of 

particular districts.  In 1926, 

there were 130 gang 

murders in Chicago ïno-

one was convicted.

It was impossible to 

enforce:

2500 agents was not 

enough to enforce 

prohibition.  Many of them 

were corrupt and paid by 

the gangs to ignore 

speakeasies and 

smuggling.  

Most Americans were 

prepared to break the law to 

have a drink, so smuggling 

continued.  

Health:

Although deaths from alcoholism fell by 80% by 

1921, by 1926, 50,000 had died from poisoned 

alcohol made illegally.  

There was an increase in blindness and paralysis 

from illegally brewed alcohol

St Valentineôs Day 

Massacre

The massacre was a 

turning point.  When 

Bugs Moran killed one 

of Al Caponeôs friends, 

in retaliation Moranôs 

gang were killed by 

Caponeôs men dressed 

as police officers.  The 

public saw the violence 

and turned against 

prohibition.

The Great 

Depression:

The onset of the Great 

Depression after the 

Wall Street Crash 

meant that legalising

alcohol would mean 

more jobs and money.  

The government could 

tax people for alcohol 

again and was glad of 

the revenue.  People 

campaigned to have 

alcohol brought back in 

the same way they had 

fought so hard to ban it.



Al Capone and the St Valentineôs Day 

Massacre

The óEra of the Gangsterô is the term given to the period when criminal gangs 

grew and dominated cities because of prohibition.  They bought hundreds of 

breweries and transported illegal beer in armoured lorries.  They saw 

themselves as businessmen and when faced with competition they took over 

their rivals with violence.  They were famous for their use of the Thompson 

Machine gun nicknamed the óChicago Piano.ô  They were also involved in 

illegal rackets.

Try this: Use Source A (below) and 

your own knowledge to describe the 

problem of gangsters in the 1920s.  

[6] Use your how-to-guide to help you 

answer this type of question.

The most famous gangster of all was Al 

Capone. He was the son of Italian immigrants 

and left school early.  He quickly got involved in 

the local gangs.  Following a fight with a 

bouncer in a club, he was nicknamed óScarfaceô 

due to the wound on his face.  In Chicago he  

organised speakeasies, gambling houses and 

nightclubs.

He drove around in a bullet proof Cadillac 

which always contained machine guns.  He 

had 300 of his rivals killed but was not 

convicted of murder.  He was eventually 

imprisoned for tax evasion in 1931.  Seen as 

glamorous by many Americans, he opened 

soup kitchens to help the needy during the 

Great Depression.  He was involved in the St 

Valentineôs Day Massacre in which seven of 

Bugs Moranôs gang were shot dead by 

Caponeôs gang who were dressed as police 

officers.  At the time, he was in Florida with 

the perfect alibi.



The Tea Pot Dome Scandal and 

Corruption of the 1920s

President Harding 

continued to drink 

alcohol in the 

White House 

despite prohibition!

President Harding and 

the Ohio Gang.  President 

Harding appointed many of 

his friends to the cabinet.  

They were known as the 

Ohio Gang.  Many used 

their positions to line their 

own pockets with money.  

In 1922, one of the presidentôs cabinet ministers, Interior Secretary Albert 

Fall leased government oil fields to his wealthy friends in secret.  The 

location was called Tea Pot Dome and Elk Hill Reserves.  

The oil fields were supposed to be kept for special reserves in times of 

emergency.

Fall received $400,000 in cash and gifts from the people he leased the 

fields to.  The newspapers revealed the scandal and Fall denied everything.   

The Senate then began investigations

President Harding fell ill over the scandal and died in 1923.  Albert Fall was 

found guilty of bribery and became the first ever US government official to 

be sent to jail.



What were the causes of the economic 

boom experienced in the 1920s?

What was the US economy like in 1910?

It was strong.  Industrial potential brought economic 

benefits.  There were plenty of natural resources like 

coal, iron and wood.  There were rich farmlands in the 

Great Plains.  Continued immigration from Europe 

ensured a steady stream of cheap labour.  There were 

increased orders for goods being invented in the United 

States. 

Howeveré.

ÅBlack people still suffered from segregation laws in 

the South;

ÅPoor, illiterate immigrants were still unemployed;

ÅNative Americans lived in poor reservation 

conditions.

What was the impact of World War One on the 

economy?

Isolationism actually benefited the US economy.  US 

firms supplied war-torn Europe with food, munitions, 

raw materials and manufactured goods.  US companies 

were also taking the lead on technological advances.  

US Banks lent money to European countries to help 

finance their war effort.  

1917:  The USA enters the war.

At the end of the war, US troops returned home and 

faced unemployment as US factories no longer need 

extra workers.  Strikes occured in the textile, coal and 

steel industries.  Racial tensions resulted in riots in the 

Northern cities.  

BUTéthe US economy was still strong and was set to 

boom during the 1920s.



Why did the American Economy boom 

in the 1920s?

BOOM!

Policies of Republican 

Presidents:

Laissez-Faire: Leaves people 

and businesses alone to 

flourish.

Fordney-McCumber Tariff 

Act 1922: Taxed imported 

goods to make home made 

American goods more 

attractive to consumers.

Rugged Individualism: ñA 

chicken in the pot and a car 

in the garage.ò Encouraged 

ordinary Americans to work 

hard towards the American 

Dream.

New Technology and Methods of Production:

Industrial output doubled in the 1920s due to 

new methods of mass-production.

Industries ïchemicals/electrical/cars.

Use of electrical power to drive factory machines 

led to the production of electrical gadgets such 

as hoovers, washing machines and radios.

Henry Ford:

Model T Ford was 

made on assembly 

lines.

One car could be 

made every ten 

seconds.

15,000,000 were 

made and sold.  

The most 

successful car ever 

made.

Ford used unskilled 

workers.

Electricity:

In the 1920s, the electricity 

industry was boosting lots of 

businesses.  By 1929, most 

homes had electricity.

This was used to power the new 

gadgets such as hoovers and 

radios which were very popular.

Confidence of the Stock Market:

Many people believed that the economy would continue to grow in the 1920s, so they 

were prepared to lend money, take out loans and invest.  Americans believed in was 

their right to be prosperous.

On the stock market, shares and stock prices continued to rise and even ordinary people 

bought shares.

Advertising and 

Credit:

Hire purchase became 

normal, the idea of 

buying now and paying 

later.  Money was spent 

on cinema and radio 

advertising.  Consumers 

went mad for the new 

gadgets which fuelled 

growth in the economy.



Does everyone benefit from the boom?  

Who does not?

Farmers

Coal Miners

Black Americans

ñA fall in European markets means that prices 

have fallen.  We have too many goods and no 

one to buy them.  There is too much 

competition from countries like Canada.  I am 

forced to take out loans.  Many of us have 

ended up as óhoboesô which are basically 

tramps scouring the countryside looking for 

work.  More than 600,000 of us have gone 

bankrupt.ò

ñPeople like us who work in old industries like 

coal mines are finding life hard.  Now 

overproduction in the coal industry has caused 

prices to fall and miners to lose their jobs.  

Mass production techniques have only helped 

new industries.  People are using gas, 

electricity and oil instead of coal.  Many of us 

are striking because miners are being forced to 

work longer hours for less pay.ò

ñWe suffer economic hardship and many of us 

in the Deep South suffer from continued 

segregation.  Many of us are sharecroppers 

who live in slum conditions and work long hours 

for low pay.  Conditions are no better for those 

of us who have  migrated to the cities in the 

North.  Many are forced to live in ghettos.  

Women are paid hardly anything to be domestic 

servants and many factories have whites-only 

hire policies.ñ



What factors led to the end of 

prosperity in 1929?

Long Term:  Over-production in Industry:

Late 1920s:  The US market was saturated with unsold goods.  

The supply of goods outstriped demand.  Manufacturers did 

not cut back on production.

Long Term: Over-production in Agriculture:

By the mid-1920s, new  farming techniques means that thereôs 

overproduction in agriculture.  A recovery in Europe meant that 

US farmers were exporting less.  Many farmers were put out of 

business due to fierce competition. 

Long term:  Fall in Trade:

By the late 1920s, the US was struggling to sell goods to 

Europe.  Trade is reduced and European countries cannot pay 

back the loan debts to US banks.

Long Term:  Boom in Property and Land Prices:

After 1926, the boom in property prices collapsed and left many 

Americans in negative equity.  Many Americans now owned homes 

that were now worth less than they actually paid for them.


